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PREFACE, 


With ſome Notes on theſe Diſ- 
| courſes by the Publiſher. 


He Publiſhing of theſe Diſcourſes ſheweth the 

great mutability of ſuch weak underſtandings 

as my own: Till wery lately no Price could 

have hired me to Publiſh them, leſt it were a 

Violation of his Teſtament, which ſaith that 

he [would have no Writings of his Publiſhed, but what in 

his Life Time he gave to be Publiſhed] ; And he delivered 

not theſe in his Life Time tome. In my ignorance this ſatiſ- 

fied me. But lately opening the Caſe to ſome Lawyers of 

{nown Eminence, Honour, and Integrity, they have convin- 

ced me that I croſs his Will, and the Common good, by my Sup- 
preſſing them. 

The Caſe is this : When he was gone from us in great 
Weakneſs to the Place of his Death, in my loft Letter to him, 
] told him how much good the Lord Bacon's Book called Con- 
ſiderations of Matters Eccleſiaſtical had done, with many 
that too juſtly ſuſpe-Clergy Contenders of Partiality; and 
that the Honour and Fuſt Efteem that God had given him with 


all ſorts of Men he owed to the Service of him that gave it y 
An 
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And therefore knowing the doleful C aſe of this Land, as div 
vided mo ieroing oat Religion, F mtreated bnmthat —he 
world Write his mg nw briefly ard freely of the Canſe-and 
Cure : The rather becauſe his Contemplations were ſo accep» 
table to many. ; 

In his laſt Letter anſwering this, He profeſſeth that thoſe 
Contemplations,were Printed without his Pur poſe, Knowledge, 
or Conſent, but, thinks God if' they did good,, theugh beyond 
his intent. But though the reſt be full of kindneſs, 1 will not 

Publiſh it; leſt really it ſhould violate his Will. - But when _ he 
was dead, he who Publiſhed his Contemplations,. ſhewed me a 
Bag of his Wannuſcraþts, ſmall vccafional Trattates, and gave 
me out theſe three, ſaying, that They were diretted (For Mr, 
Baxter] By which I knew they were by him given me in anſwer 
to my foreſaid Letter, which Craved the Publication of his 
Fudgment of our Diviſions. But I conjetture they had been 
long before written by him at ſeveral Times, and much to the 
fame purpoſe ; .aud.ſo I ſuppoſe that he gave them me, and left 


the uſe of them to my Diſcretion. Now ſoy theſe Learned 
Lawyers, * A man % bave ſeveral Wills in Writing In re 
hi 


« ference to ſeveral s, not repugnant but conſiſtent, and 
* all ſhall ftand and be _. as his laſt Wilt,and may make (c- 
* veral Executors,and grue them ſeveral diſtin Powers. And 
- © clauſula'generalis non. porrigitur ad tea quz” Specialiter 
* nominantur, And this Direthon to you on that Occaſion, 
* maketh it « Legacy bequeathed to you: And the anſwering 
« your Letter by it ſheweth to what uſe: And his after like- 
* ing of the | publiſhing his Contemplations, ſheweth that he 
« was wot utterly againſt appearing in Print. 

By this and much more they Satisfie me, that it was my . 

Ignorance that made me reſolve ts Conceal them. 
\, | confeſs the Deliverer. thought it beſt for me to makt one 
Treatiſe. out of them all, Becauſe being not intended for Pub. 
lication at the Writing of them, the jamt thing is repeater, 
cfpecialh 


T7 


_ 


Hel ho hate 


3 Us TALLY . BRFSS I "E 
ehrcighyc UE the... bat Repetitie 


and the Bre 
.. But {, take it as an. jmtablerable yiaculum to put any alte- 
ring hand of mine te rhe Writings of ſach a Maw ; which 7 
profeſs [ havegnot done in adding, ex ins. Of C F 


+44 /ding, expunging, or changing one 
Word (ſave jome falſe ſpelling of the Scribe : | for only the La- 
tin Verſes, and an enterlining, or two, are his own hand; which 
I know by many a Sheet that I heve had from him.) 

And as as the Occafion of the Writing them is known, 
I thin} it no diſhonour to them to bave theſe Reperitions : At 
leaſt not ſo nuch as my altergtions would be : Tea it is uſe- 
ful; jt, as July ſhewing the Readers, that theſe are no 
haſty "crude conceptions, but matters that long and deeply 
dwelt in bis beart. 2. And Great matters, ſpecially to alt 
or unwilling,or negligent Readers or bearers, muſt beoft re- 
peated ; Fi a Tranſient touch paſſeth away from ſuch without 
any Effett. O that the matter of theſe three Papers were 
Written and ſpoken an hundred times, if it would mate Ru- 
lers,and Teachers,and People onceitruly to confider and receive 
them as they deſerve, 

Tet upon oft peruſal I find that the Repetition is joyned 
with variety of « 4 and Application :. And he hath too 
uealy a Stomach that will Nauſeate them inf ſo Yhore diſ- 
ne on ſo great a Subjeit, ſo neceſſary to a People diſſotving 
by wilfull Diviſions, by the deluſion of Abaddon that is com- 
monly Painted with a Cloven Foot. 

I ſball add the Contents for the Readers help. But I ſhall 
netpreſume to animadvert on the matter, ſave in theſe few 
Notes. 


t. Traft. 1. pag. Fl f. Jappoſe TOI_ affiſtances] 


he megneth not th: men have : But which is not 
Miracuſrus, and all that rightly ſeek may hope for. 

_ Þ. 9. Some of the Cantroverfies which he Thdged * unde- 
terminable, I have Cauſe to think be at” ledff" tam? weurer 
to 


The Preface to the Reader. 
to ſatisfattion in, after the Writing of theſe Papers, as be frg- 
wified to me on ſome Diſcourſe, ſpecially after the a | 
Catholck Theology. 

Ib. Among the Points not diſtintly knowable without 
more Revelation than we yet have of it, one is [what is 
the Real Conſequence of the Baptiſm of Infants or its O- 
miſſion]. But rhe Aﬀt of Oniformity Ejefted all the Mi- 
wiſters of England, that would not publickly, declare that 
they Allent and Confent, that [It is CERTAIN BZ 7HEF 
WORD of God, that Infants baptized, dying before aQtual 
Sin, are /NDOUBTEDLYT ſaved] (none excepted). Had 
the Convocation but cited that Word of God that ſaith this, 
this Good man might have been kept from taking that as un- 
knowable, which every Conforming 'Miniſter in the Church 
is Certain of as an undoubted Article of Faith. And it would 
have been a great kindneſs to the ſilenced Miniſters, 

Pag. 11. His preference of Epiſcopacy before all other Go- 
vernments, was his real Tudgment, But it was its Eſſentials 


and not all the Additionals that be meant. For tomy know- 
—_ he would have been glad of the Primitive Model of 
Biſhop Uſher, (Who was bis much ——_— 


In the 3d. Tract. Pag. 17. the Scribe left an A 
for a word omitted, and I durft not ſupply it by Conjetture. 

Who the Authors are that he ſo much blameth, ſpecially the 
Dialogiſt, few wil donbr, but 7 will not name, becauſe by the 
Report of his good Preaching and Life, I cannot but hope that 
he Repenteth of it. 

There is one $ T. that in an Inveflive againſt the Pro- 
teſtant Reconciler (a Book like this) and againſt Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet, infinuates that 1 am not to be believed in my _—_ 
elſewhere gruen 4 Tudge Hales words, thar [ A new Act of 
Uniformity muſt heal Exzland, Ec. In theſe three Treati- 

ſes this incredulous man may ſee much more than that, which 
may expugne his Vnbelief : And leſt any accuſe me of Forge- 
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—_ preſerve the Manuſcripts, and doubt not but the 
Ls Hato o/nde Stevens hath « Copy of them. And be- 
this Reverend Enemy to the Reconciler, (pleading 

for their Excommunication) was a Son of a Reveren © 
Feemif I) and lived ſometime with me, at Kider- 
minſter, and frequently walkt with me, and therefore may be 
— to have known my incredibility ; Task him, why in 
all =_ if mas to be a Lyar] would he never 

once tell me of 
SQ. __ Curſed be the Trimmers] and [Bleffed are the 


ers] & direft contraries: And Chriſt to be Wiſer 
—_ mort cr than all the Enemies of Peace. 


R. B. 


——_. 


CONTENTS 


Of the firſt Diſcourſe, ©. 


fb - uſe of Religion : By what means God made it 
ſo common. p. 1. How perfefted by Chriſt. p. 2. And 
why. 1. To recover his honour to God. 2. To bring man to 


Happineſs. 3. Fer the right Government of man. Pp. 16. 
he few plain, eaſy parts of Religion. C omfortable Con- 
ſetlaries. P. 4, 5. 
Flow Religion is corrupted and changed in the World. 

x. By the ſubtilties of Scholaſtick Learned men. p 5. 1. By 
their diſputes about unneceſſary and mnnknowable things : In- 
Rances. p. 6. 2. And of Lower, yet uncertain points. p. 7. 
Flow ſafe the Religious are without them. p. 8. 3. Caſuiſts 
corrupting Morals. 
2.By turning Religion into Politick Contrivances for wealth 
and power. Inſtance in Princes. 2. Specially in the Roman 
Church. P. 9. 
3- Inflance, in Formes of Church Government and Ce- 
remonies. 1, Overvalued. 2. Over oppoſed p. 12+ 13. 14; 
4+ Diſputes betweew Calviniſts aud Arminians : of old, 
about Eaſter, &c. p I'S, 
5. Contemtion about trivial matters: Divers Inſtan- 
cer, 
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ces, p. 16.17. Mens overdoing for theft lamented. Þ. 16.17. 

How different Religion is from all theſe mens Addi- 
tions. Pp. 19. 
The Cauſes of theſe Errors. 1. The weakneſſes of ſome 
Conſeientions Perſons, deſerving Compaſſion, tenderneſs, and 
Love, rather than ſeverity or Contempt. Þ 2:2. 2. Some to 
get preferment and favour with great men, 3. Some for Gain. 
4- Moſt from over-fondneſs of their own inventions, 5. Au 
affetation of Diſcrimination aud ſingularity by outward Bad: 


Les. Ps 24 Qc. 


The Contents of the Second Diſcourſe. 


HE principle of Religion ſmall, yet pregnant and pre- 

dull rve Þ. 8. 
Religion is Leſt in its SIMPLICITY azd PURITY : 
But hard to L+ kept from —_—_ by Additions. P. 2. 
What theſe corrupting Additions are. 1. Reducing it to 
gratify ſenſe : A common corruption. P: 3- 
2. Additions from mens accidental inclinations. Inſt ances. 

1. Philoſophers mix their Natural Philoſophy with it, 2. Beh- 
men mates it Chimical. 3. Socinians ſubje(t it to their Rea- 
fon. 4. Some Phyſicians mix corporal Conſtitution. 5, Meta- 
phifical men make it unintelligible by Subtilties, p. 4. 6.Po't 
ticians, and Stateſ-men, Fare s Hierarchy mate it but 
an Engine of Policie. p. 5. 7. Politick Diſcontented men m1» 
nage it to get a Party againſt the State. p. 6. The wiz- 
lent Zeal of ſuch C ——_y bag wo Epiſcopal Cl-r- 
, Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, &c. p. 7. In 
ances doftrinal. p 8 
3. Lawful Additions finfully managed. Reaſons to prove 


them convenient. p. 9. Cautions to be uſed in them. 1. Thit 
a they 
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they-b4 -not- numerous, 2. Nor ſuperſtitious. 3. Decent, not 
Powpous. 4. Not continued for their antiquity, when they 
become unſeaſonable or hurtful. 5. Not wrged with rigour and 
too much ſeverity againſt Conſcentions refuſers, An ob« 
jettion of the urgers auſwered. 6. Still remember that Re- 
ligion 15 quite another thing, P, 124 

What is true Religion, and who are religions, and who 
wot, P. 13. 


The Contents of the third Diſcourſe. 


W7 {at the Chriſtian Religion is, and what men true 
Chriſtians are. p. 1. But many Additions in all 
ages have been made to it, by divers ſorts, for divers 
defignes and ends, Some by the authority of great Names, 
fome by inſenfible gradations, ſome by ſuppoſed Congraity, 
ſome as for Order and Decency, ſome for diſcrimination of 
Parties, ſane for Political Ends, emergent occaſions, Civil or 
Feelefraſtical Santtions, &tc. And the greateſt Fervor and 
Animoſity of men commonly laid out on theſe additions, by 
ſome for them, by orkers againſt them, 

The unhappy Corſrquents, P. 4 

1. Diverfion from the true nature and uſe of Religion, ty 

Zeal for entire Conformity to theſe additiens or againſt them, 

2. And fo the Fervour of mens Spirits let out the wrong 
way. P» Fo 

3. Hence come Schiſms and Fattions, and Perſonal Anime- 
fities, diſcriminations, Cenſoriouſneſs, eſtranzedueſs by ill ad- 

vancing theſe —_— and little things. 

4- The Bond of Charity broken, Severity, Perſecution, Im- 
 placableneſs, endeauouring to ſupplant and diſgrace Difſon- 
ters, worſe ſcorns, reproach and vilifying thau between C hris 
ftians and Turks. p, 6 
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5. Increaſe of Atheiſme and Contempt of all Religion; 
while preachers go ſo much againſt their Voftrine ; As if Re» 
ligion werawf*no more Moment, and of no bettter Effet 
than theſe Additions, p. 8. 

The canſes 4 this ſad _—_— 1. Sef-love and fondne/s 

that which is our own. 2. Fride, and Reputation. 3. Plain 
and Pure Religion unſutable to mens Cariofity and appetite. 
4.They muſt have ſomewhat that is. pleaſing p 9. 5Contrariety 
ted Feals y of men herein concerned ;Specrally between Power 
and Conlicience : Both Ju Gods name, and neither will 
yield. p. 10. 6, Specia ly mot dealing meekly and'in Love 
"with one another. But by Paſſion, Violence, and Bitterneſs, 
rendring each other odious, ſcoffing, catching Arts, miſinter- 
preting each other ; Diſingenuous quotations, &c. p. 11. Theſe 
are contrary to Chriſtianity, P. 82. 

The ſad proof : 1. From ſuch as Martin Mar-prelate, &c. 
on one fide, and Epithets of Antichriſtian, Babyloniſh, Ido- 
latrous, given to Biſhops and Liturgje. 2.0n the other fide, 
Miniſters ſhould eaſhiere theſe black Auxiliaries, or elſe pro- 
feſs that it is not Chriſts Cauſe that they plead, but their 
own. P: 13» 
A ſharp reproof of ſome late Writers againſt Diſſenters, 
ſpecially the Dialogiſt, as heinouſly abuſing Scripture and 
Religion : far mY than Ben. Johnſons prophane Play. 

The ill Effetts. 1. It maketh differences anreconcileable 
2. [t diſaduentages their Cauſe and Perſons that uſe them 
with ſober men, 3. It expoſeth Religion it ſeff to the deriſt- 
of Atheiſts, and increaſeth ſuch. More of this evil with a Con- 
cluding Counſel, to uſe more Temperance, Prudence, and Mo- 
deration in Conteſts about the Circumſtantials of Religion, 
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I He Lord Bacons words in his Advertiſement of-the 
Controverſies -l the Church of England. 2. His words 
in his Confiderations for better Pacification and Ediftcation 
of the Church of England (Leſt the Reader accuſe me of 6- 
mitting any part, I had rather he would read all thoſe two 
Treatiſes himſelf, than thoſe Scraps) 3 Animadverſions of the 
Tranſcriber, 4. Some paſſages Debtor Ifaack Barrow. 
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RELIGION. 

The Ends and Uſes of it, and the Errors 
of Men touching it. 


R U E Religion is the fones Improvement, 
Advantage, and Priviledge of Humane Na- 
twre ; and that which gives it the nobleſt 
and higheſt Pre-eminence above other viſible 
Creatures. 

We may obſerve in many Bruit Beaſts and Birds admi> 
rable Inſtints, Dexterities, and Sagacities ; and- in ſome 
of them ſome dark retemblances of Reaſon, or Ratiocias 
tion : But Religiow is lo appropriate to the Humane Nature, 
that there are ſcarce any fort of Men, but have: ſome Rele 

jon : Nor do the moſt ſubtle or ſagacious Bruics afford.any 
thereof, as communicated to their Natures. 

ſe is one of the chicfeſt Mercies and that Al- 
mighty God hath afforded ro the Children, of Men, and 
that which ſignally manileſts 00 Providentaal _= 
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wards and over them, that in all Ages and among all Na» 
tions he hath given to them ſome Means and Helps to dil- 
cover unto them, though in. different Degrees, ſome 
principal Sentiments of true Religion: 1, By the ſecret 
Characters, and /mpreſſons, and Struftures thereof in their 
Minds and Conſciences. 2. By his Glorious and admirable 
IVorks, commonly called the Works of Nature. 3. By 
ſignal Providences, and Providential Regiment of the 
World. 4. By raiſingup Mem in all Ages of great Wiſdom, 

ervation, and Learning, which did inſtrut the more 
ignorant in this great Concernment, the Rudiments of Na- 
tural Religion. 5. By Traditionary Tranſmiſſion of many 
unportant Truths and DireCtions of Life, from Anceſtors 
ro their Poſterity, and others - Though in procels of time 
evil Cuſtomsand evil Men did in a great meaſure impair 
and corrupt the Sentiments and Practices of Men, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe helps. Theretore the fame Mercy and 
Goodneſs of God; tor. the preſervation-and propagation of 
the truc Religion, was pleaſed to ſubſtitute a more fixed 
and permanent means; namely, the- Holy Scriptures , or 
Divine Revelations, committed to Writing in the Books of 
the Old and New Teſtament. Though the Religion de- 
livered in both Teſtaments, be in ſubſtance the ſame ; yet 
the truc Religion was more fully,and plainly, and diftin(h y 
delivered by Chriſt and his —_— in the New Teſtament, 
together alſo with ſome additional Inſtru&ions, for the 
better preſervation and propagation - thereof to Mankind, 
' and divers additional Evidences to prove and manifeſt the 
truth of this Religion, to procure its belicf and accepta- 
tion: As the Birth, Miracles, Death, Reſarrettion ; and 
Aſcenfion of Chriſt Jeſus,the great Reformer of the Jewiſh, 
and great Inſtitutor of the Chriſtian Religion, ſo called from 
Chriſt that taught and aſſerted it. ,Fhe Chriſtian Religi» 
en is\the moſt perfe& Rule of our Duty to God, our ſelves, 

—_ = 
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as others; and was deſigned principally for theſe Great 


1. To reftore to the Glorious God, the Honour, Duty, 
and Obedience of his Creature, Man ; teaching him to Know, 
to Gloritieand Serve his Creator, to be Thankful ro him, 
ro ſubmit to his Will, roobey his Law and Command , to 
be thankful for his Mercies, to acknowledge him in all his 
ways, to call upon him, to Worſhip him , to depend up- 
on him, to ST ſincerely in his ſight, to admire and adore 
his Greatneſs and Goodneſs in all his works, eſpecially in 
the great work of the Redemption of Mankind by his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

2. To inable Man to attain everlaſting Flappineſs, the 
perpetual Viſion of the Glorious God, and to fir and prepare 
him to be a partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light and Glory. 

3. To compoſe and ſettle Mankind inſuch a decent and 
becomingre@itude, order, and deportment in this World, 
as may be ſuitable torhe Exiſtence of a Reaſonable Nature, 
and the Good of Mankind : Which conſiſtsprincipally in a 
double relation: 1. To a Mans ſelf, Sobriety. 2.To others, 
which conſiſts in thoſe two great Habits or Diſpoſition 
beneficent to Mankind , viz. Rizhteouſneſs, or Jufticeand 
Charity, or Love and Reneficence. 

Theſe three Great Ends are ſuccintly delivered, 72. 2. 
11, 12. For the Grace of God, that bringeth Sabvation hath 
apprared unto all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 
Godly in this preſent World. Here we have theſe three Ends 
of Chriſtian Religion. 1. Godlineſs, or our Duty to God. 
2. Salvation, or our own everlaſting Happineſs. 3. Sobrie- 
ty, Righteouſneſs, which alſo includeth Charity, a part of 
Evangelical Righteouſneſs. 9#.8 

And becauſe Chriſtian Religion was intended and == 
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rated for the good of Man-kind , whether Poor or Rich, 
Learned or Unlearned, Simple or Pradent, Wiſe or Weak, 
it was fitted with ſuch plain, eafte, and evident DireCtions, 
both for things to be kwown, and things to be done, in or- 
der to theattainment of the End for which it was deſigned, 
that might be under{tood by ww” 4 Capacity, that hadric or- 
dinary and commonule of Reaſon or Humane Underſtand- 
ing, and by the common alliſtance of the Divine Giace 
might be prattiſed by them. 

The Credenda, or _—_ be known or believed, as 
ſimply neceſſary co thoſe Ends, are but few, and intelligi 
ble, briefly delivered in that Summary of Chriſtian Religi- 
on, uſually called the Apoſt/zs Creed, 

The Ag:nda,or things to be done or forborn, are thoſe few 
and excellent Precepts, delivered by Chriſt. and his Apo» 
files, in that /irtle Book of the New Teſtament; and yet c- 
ven the tenth part of that little Book will contain all the 
Precepts of Chriſtian Duty and Obedience contained in 
that Book: And in brict the Bapriſmal Covenant ,( as it is 
contained in the Liturgy, and Explanation thercof in the 
Church Catechiſm uſed among aces with the Pre- 
cepts of the Decalogue, contain in efttect a Summary or 
brief Epitome of our Chriſtian Duty. 

And certainly it was neceſſary and becoming the Wil- 
dom of the moſt Wiſe God, that that Religion and Do- 
Qrine, which equally concerned Men of all Kinds and Ca- 

pacities, ſhould be accordingly accommodated,as might be 
uſeful for all, If che Do&trineor Precepts of Chriſtian Re- 
= cur ſhould have been delivered in over ſublime or ſera- 

ical __ in high Rhetorical Raprures,in intricate 
and fubtile Phraſes or Stile, or if it ſhould have been ſur-- 
with multitude of particulars, it would have been 
like a Sealed Book, to the far greateſt part of Mankind, 
who yet were equally concerned in the Buſineſs and End 
of 


wo, 
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| of Religion, with the greateſt Philoſophers and Clerks in 


the World. 

Upon what hath been ſaid, we may therefore Conclude, 

x. That there isnot, nor indeed may not be any great 
difficulty in the attaining of a true ſaving Knowledge of 
Chriſtien Religion, 

2. That the Duties of Chriſtian Religion are not of ſo 
vaſt an Extent, but the Knowledge of them may be alſo 
attained by an Ordinary Capacity willing to Lears. 

3- That Conſidering that God Almighty is never wan- 
ting with his Grace to Aſſiſt thoſe that fincerely endea- 
vour and Deſire to Obey him and Serve him, it is not fo 
Difficult a Buſineſs to perform an Evangelical Obedience 
tothe Precepts of the Goſpel, I ſay an Evangelical Obedi- 
ence,though not a Perfett Obedience 5; an Obedience that is 
Sincere, though many times Weak, and failings, which ne- 
vertheleſs are torgiven, and their Sincere though Imper- 
fe&> Obedience accepted by Almighty God through the 
Merits and Interceſſion of Chriſt, and our own Hem Beticn 
and ſincere Repcntance for our tailings, 

An6, 4. That when all is done, in this Belief and this O- 
bedience Conliſts our Chriſtian Religion. This is the One 
thing Neceſſary, the Magnum Oportet, which is of higheſt 
Concernment and greateſt Importance to Mankind. 

But now it we do Lut look about us in the World, and 
obſerve and conſider the Matters, wherein Men for the 
moſt part do place, . Religion we ſhall find quite another 
kind of Rate and Nature of Religion than what Chriſt In- 
ſtituted or intended, and yet all vailed and ſhrowded un- 
der the Name of Chriſtian Religion ; and greater weight and 
ſtreſs laid upon them than upon the 7rue, Real, grand Im- 
ports of Chriſtian Religion. 

x. I ſhall begin with the Subtilties _ Scholars, 
Schoolmen, and Scholaſtick Divines. Thee have turned 

Chriſti 
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Chriſtian Religion into a moſt Curious and difficult Specu- 
lation, and that which was deſigned by Chriſt Jeſus asa plain 
Dire&tion to every Capacity, to be a Guide to a Righteous, 
Holy, and Sober Life here, and to attain Everlaſting Life 
hereatter, they have [made] a meer exerciſe of Wit, and a 
Piece of greater ſubtilty than the abſtruſeſt Philofophy or 
Metaphyſicks. And this they have done principally 
theſe ways : 

-r. By Diſputes about Queſtions, that, as they are not 
in themſelves Neceſſary to be known, fo they are in their 
own Nature Impoſſible for Humane Underſtandings to 
determin2 : As for inſtance ; many, if not all, the Pc-ats 
controverted between the Arminians and Calviniſts,as touch- 
ing the m.mer of the Decrees of God, what kind of /u- 
fluence he hath wpon the Wills of men, The manner of the 
Divine Knowledge of things Future, Contingent, or Poſſible. 
The Refitability or Irrifiſtability of Divine Grace. The Na- 
ture of Eternity, and lafeitabe, and Indiviftbility. The 
manner of the Exiſtence of the Three Perſons in the Unity of 
Eſſence. The Nature of Angels and Spirits ; the Manner and 
Degrees, and Method of their knowledge of things ; their ſe- 
veral Ranks and Orders ; and infinite more Speculations and 
Diſputes of things that do not in their own Nature fall un- 
der the diſcovery of a Humane Underſtanding, by the or- 
dinary Courſe of Ratiocination, and are impoſlible ro be 
known further than they are diſtintly revealed by Al- 
mighty God, andas it were induſtrioufly kept Secret by 
Almighty God, becauſe they are not of uſe to Mankind to be 
known. It is far more potiivle tor a Child of three years 
old ro have a truz Conception of the moſt abſtruſe Poinrs 
in Philoſophy, or in the Myſtical Reaſons of State or Po- 
litick Government of a Kingdom, than for the Wiſeſt man 
that ever was, without Revelation from God, to have any 
tollerable Conception or Notion of things of this Nature 
with any tollerable Certainty or Evidence. 2. Again 
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2. Again there are other Points dif which are of a 
lower allay, and yet got to be diſtinctly known without 


"more clear Revelation than we yet have of it, nor = of 


any Neceſſity for us diſftiniFly to know : As for ; 
Concerning the Nature and Manner of Tranſmiſfon of 0- 
riginal Sin; How far the ſins of immediate or remote Parents 
aftet their Poſterity with Guilt or Puniſhment ; The Origina- 
tion of the Flumane Soul; How tar the Efficacy of the $Sa- 
crifice of Chriſ was intentionally for all Men ;Concerning, 
the - Means of Communication thereof to Infants, Ideots, 


and the invinſible Innorant ; What is the real C mo of «x3 


Bapti Infants, or its Omiſſon; How far the W; of man 
15-Operative to his — or Perſeverance ; Wherein 
the formal Nature of Juſtification Conliſts; How far forth- 
Faith fingly is (urficient tor it, without Sanfifcation and 
Habitual Holineſs at laſt, and how. far forth the Sincere 
Love of God by a perſon invinſibly ignorant of many or 
moſt Points of Chriſtian Religion is /affcient thereunto; 
Concerning the Eftate of the ſeparate Soul before the laſt 
Tudgment, and how far it enjoys the Beatifical Viſion be- 
fore the Reſurreftion. 

Diſputes touching theſe and the like difficult Queſtions, 
have blown up mens Fancies with Speculations, inſtead, of 
filling their Hearts with the: true and genuine Eflets of 
Chriſtian Religion. 

[t is true, that Phyſicians and Naturaliſts - do -and may 
make Inquiries into the Merhod and Progreſs of Generation, 
and Dige/tion, and Sanguification, and the motions of the 
Chile, the Bloed;the Humonrs : For, 1. They have means of 
accel5 to the diſcovery thereof by Difſetion and Obſerya- 
tion; And, 2. It isot ſome uſe tothem in their Science,and 
the Exerciſe thereof. But when all is done,a manof a ſound 
Conſtitution digeſts his Meat, and his Blood Circulates, and 
his ſeveral Veſſels and [ntrails perform their oflices, though 

| © 
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he know not diſtin&ly the Mcrhods of their Motions and 
Operations. But theſe Speculations above-mentioned, in 
Points of Divinity, as they are not poſſible to be diſtin&tly 
determined with any certainty, ſo they are of little ule 
to be known. 

If the heart be ſeaſoned with the true knowledge of the 
things that are revealed, and with the Life of the Chriſtian 
Re)igion, and the love of God, it will be effeftual enough 
to order his Life, and bring him to Everlaſting Happinels, 
though he be nor, like an exquiſite Anatomiſt, acquainted 
wich a diſtin Comprehenſion or Knowledge of the ſeve- 
ra! difficult Inquiries of thus Nature, Believe what is re- 
quired by the Word of God to be believed,and do your Du- 
ry, as by that Word is directed ; fo that the Life of Religi- 
on, and the love of God be once ſet on foot in the Soul, 
and there nouriſhed, and commit your felf to the Faith- 
fulneſs and Goodneſs of God, and this will he efte&tual to 
; = great End of Religion, thoughall theſe Diſputes be laid 

©, 

3- Again, A Third miſchief of Scho/a/ticks, is in relati- 
on to Prafticks : 1. Some Caſuiſtical Divines have ſo diſtin. 
iſhed concerning Religious External Duties, that the 

ve left little Practical Religion or Morality in the World, 
and by their ſubtle curious Diſtintions, have made almoſt 
every thing Lawful, and with the Phariſees, in the time of 
our Saviour, have made void the Laws of God, (and of 
Man alſo) by their Traditions and Diſtin&ions: So that Re- 
ligion towards God, and all Righteouſneſs and Sobriety, 
is ſo thin and narrow, and fubtile, that by their Dodrine 
of Probability, and Caſuiſtical Diſtintions , all the Bones 
thereof are looſned. It would be too = to give In- 
ſtancesin particular: The late Velitations in France between 
fome of the Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuites furniſh the World 
with inſtances caough of this kind. Tia 

D. 
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2. The Second Inſtance is this, The tarmeng of the greateſt 
part (1 Religion into Politick Contrevaxces, tor attaining or 
upho ding Power, Wealth, or Intereſt. | 

There have been Inſtances miny in this kind among Se- 
cular Princes and States. This was the a&t of Feroboam to ſet 
up [dolatrous Religion in Samaria, for preventing a return 
of the Ten Tribes to the Houle of David. And we may 
obſerye it in molt of the Religion eſtabliſhed by Heathe- 
niſh Princes, which was ſo ordered to accomodate their In- 
tereſt, though to the extreme corrupting of Natural Re- 
ligion. 

Sa there is not ſo eminent an Inſtance thereof in the 
whole World, as that of the Eceleftaſtical State of the Church 
of Rome, who have corrupted, as much as in them lies, the 
moſt pure and innoceat Religion thatever the world knew, 
namely, the Chriſtian Religion, by diſtorting it to Ends 
of Wealth and Power, and appendicating to it certain new 
Dottrines and Prattices meerly to thoſe Ends. And not on- 
ly fo, but have laid the greateſt weighr of Religion in the 

ſervation of theſe Politick Ap = ; Tockat a man, 
that either queſtions or not obſerves theſe Politick 4ddita- 
ments, runs as ſevere a Cenſure and Danger among them, 
as he that denies the moſt unqueſtionablePrinciples of Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Such are their Do&trines ofthe Popes Supre- 
macy, the Popes Infallibility ; the neceſſity to Satvation to be 
of the Remiſh Charch, the Adoration of Images, Saints de 
parted, and Angels ; the Yeneration of Reliques ; the Do- 
arine of Pargatory, /ndulgences, and the Church Treaſury of 
redundant Mcrits the inc and Practice of Diſpen/at ions 
and Indulgences; their Canonization of Saints ; their Pilgri- 
mages, numerous Ceremonies, Theatrical Spetlacles ; their 


Dottrine of Tranſ«b/taxtiation, and divers other Superaddi- 
tions and Appendications to Chriſtian Religion, which an 
perſon, not captivated by them, weed with half ag eye per- 


' ' ceive 
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ceive tobe invented and continuedmeerly for the ſupport 
of the Grandure of, an Uniyerſal Monarchy, which they 


miſcall The C hurch,and for the amaſling of Wealth and Pow-. 


er for the ſupport of it, as might moſt calily be evinced by 
the particular Examination of all thoſe Politick Appen- 
dixes. 

And yet let any man qbſerve it, he ſhall find as great a 
fervour for tlie upholding ofrheſe Do&riries and Pradtices, 
ihd as great a jea/oufre of the leaſt breach made upon them, 
as if the Whole Concern of Chriſtian Religion; and the Sal- 
vation of Souls lay in their Beliet and Obſervance. 

3- The third Inſtance is in relation to the Forms of Church 
Government and Ceremonies. That Ecclefiaſtical Government 
is neceſſary for the preſervation of Religion, is evident to 
any reaſonable and conſiderate man: and that the Fpiſcopal 
Government conſtituted in Eng/and,is a moſt excellentForm 
of Eccleſiaſtical Government,and exceeds all other Forms of 
EFecclefiaſticdl Government, may be eaſily evinced ; and riiat 
it 15 the beſt aJaptcd to the Civil Government in this King- 
dom, is viſible to any intelligent perſon: And yet 1 ki 
not think that the Eſſence of Chriſtian Religion Conſiſts 
in this or any other particular Form of Government, It is a 
great help to the preſervation of jt in its Purity and Uni- 
ry, and may be well called Sepimentum Religionis Chriſtiane, 
as the Jews call their Oral Traditions Sepimentum Legis, 
the Fence of the Law. Buta man may be a good and ex- 
cellent Chriſtian under this or any other Form of Eccleſiaſti- 
eal Government, nay in ſuch lates where poiſibl there 
is no ſettled Form of Eccleſiallical Government 'eltabliſh- 
ed. 

But if we obſerve many perſons in the werld, we ſhall 
find ſome ſo highly devoted to his or that particular Form 
of Government, as if all the weight of Chriftian Religion lay 
in it : Though the wiſe and ſober fort of Conformilſts _ 
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and profeſs this, yer there be (ſome. raſh. people that will 
preſently Un-church all the Reformed Churches beyond 
the Seas which are not under Epiſcopal Government. That 
if they ſee a man, otherwiſe of Orthodox Principles, of a Pious 
and Religrous lite, yet it /crwpling ſome Points of Eccleftaſti- 
cal Government, though peaceable, they will eſteem him 
little better than a Heathes or Publican, a Schiſmatick, Fle- 
retick, and what not: On the other fidegit they ſee a man of 

cat fervour in aſſerting the Eccleftaſtical Government , ob- 
Tm of External Ceremonies, though otherwiſe of a Joſe 
and diſ[olute life, yer they will be ready to applaud him 
with the Stile of a Son of the Church, and upon that account 
over-look the Miſcarriages of his lite, as if the Eſſence 
and Life of Chrittiana Rehgion lay in the tare aſſerting of 
the beſt Formot Eccleſiaſtical Government. 

On the other (ide, there is as great an Extremity of the 
other hand : there are many indiſcreet perſons, as well Di- 
vines as others, that having either by their Education, or 
by Converſation with Diſſenrers,or poſlibly ro gain a Party, 
taken upon them the Patronage or Aſlertingot ſome other 
Form ot Church-Government, either Presbyterian or [n- 
dependant, or ſome thing fram'd by their own invention, 
preſently cry down the Eſtabliſhed Government of the 
Church, as Aatichriſtian or Popith, and cry up that which 
they have thus eſpouſed as the only true Chriſtian Regi- 
ment inſtituted by Chriſt ; and preſently among them, and 
their Followers, this is made the diſcriminative Mark of a 
True Chriſtian.{t they ſee a man Conformable to the Eſta- 
blithed Government, tho' he . be pious, ſober, and-rruly Re- 
ligiqus, yer they delpitc and meglett him, cenfure him as 
a Fortnaliſt, and without the 'Power of Godlifieks : But if 
a man will but ewe the Eftablithed Government, and be 
bold againſt ix, cry it down, and cry up the New Inſtitution 
into which they arc liſted, —_ the man- be Covetous, 

2 Un- 
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Unclaritable, Hard-hearted, Proud, [mpetuous, and pof- 
ſibly otherwiſe Looſe in his Converſation, yet fuch a man 
ſhall be cheriſhed applauded, and cryed up for a Saint, a Pre- 
cious Man, and Zealous for the Truth. 

And although Decent Ceremonies, that are for the Pre. 
ſervation of the Dignity of Religion, and to keep due Or- 
der and Regularity, are not Eſſential Parts of Chriſtianity, 
nor were ever ſo eſteemed by wiſe and ſober men, and yer 
are of uſe and convenience in the Church , nevertheleſs, we 
may eaſily obſerve among men the fame Extremes as are 
before noted : ſome placing the whole weight of Religion 
in their rift Obſervance, and making them the principal, 
if not the only Badge of a Son of the Church, bateing and 
deſpiſing thoſe that ſcruple any thing in them, or that do 
not come up in every pantti/ro to their Obſervance, thou 
they be otherwiſe ſound in the Principles of Faith, pioxs and 
/trift in their lives, juſt and honeſt to all men, and ſober, 
temperate and blameleſs. 

On th: other ſide, there be a fort of men that place 
the greateſt ſtreſs and diſcriminating Point of Chriſtian 
Religion in oppoſing and decrying all /aſtituted Ceremonies, 
though [rmecent, Decent, and without any the leaſt roueh 
of Superſtition in them, yet theſe muſt be decried as Po- 
piſh, Antichriſtian, deſtructive of Chriſtian Liberty, and 
the Party that with moſt boldneſs and vehemence declaims 
againſt them, is valued by them as a moſt precious man, a 
man of zeal and courage, and necds little elſe to juſtifie 
and ifie him with his Party. 

On the other ſide, though a man be of an holy and con- 
ſcientious life, ſound in Principles, ſober, blamelefs, peace- 
able ; yet if he obſerve theſe blameleſs Ceremonies, 
though with great moderation and Charity to Diſſenters, 
he ſhall be Nlighted and undervalued, eſteemed a Formaliſt, 
a Time-ſerver, or at beſt, a man wanting Courage, Zeal, 
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Lukewarm, Timorous, and wanting the Power of Godli 
neſs.Such wild and wrong Meaſures do men of Extremes on 
all hands rake of the true Eſſence and Ends of Chriſtianity. 

4- Again, even among Profeſſors of the Proteſtane 
Religion, there are divers diſputed and Controverted 
Points ; as between the Calviniſts and Arminians, elpe- 
cially touching the 7n+ver/ality of the Redemption by Chriſt, 
— and Falling from Grace ; and almoſt every day 
there ariſe certain new Opinions, lome of greater importance, 
but very commonly of /maZand i le moment;and 
theſe are taken up by the ſeveral Parties poſſibly agreeing in 
the ſame Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion. And ſome 
times they are entertained by a Party of men, becauſe 
their Paſtors are of that Opinion, or ſeem to be ſo ; though 
often they are taken up,or inſtilled intoa Party, to make a 
diſcriminative Mark berweeen Perſons of ſeveral Congreza- 
tions. And then it is wondertul to ſee with what tervour 
each Party maintains his Tenent, and as great weight is laid 
uponit, as if the whole ſtreſs of Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Salvation of the Souls of men lay upon it ; when God 
knows they are not of any moment in it. 

Such was the old Controverſie between the Eaſtern and 
Weftern Churches about Eafter-day, and ancienter than 
that, in the Apoſtles times, about Zating of meats offered 
to Idols, and among us at this day touching the five Arai- 
ian Queſtions. And yet we ſhall ſee men as fervent and 
zealous about chem, as cenſorious of Diſſenters from them, 
as fond of thoſe of the ſame Opinion with them, as if all 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith were immediately con- 
cerned in them; when all; the while they are not of 
any moment to the Salvation of men, nor of aay concern» 
ment to the Chriſtian Religion, or the Ends thereof, but 
are only Artifices impoſed upon mento hold up Parties, or 
to keep up ſome Man or Parties Reputation ; imaginations 
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which menare fond of, becauſe they are their own, at leaſt 
theirs whom they have in great Veneration or Eſteem. 

5. Again, the fond Miitakes of men inthis kind, are ob- 
ſervable in very flight and trivial matters, which yet arc 
entertained with a kind of Religious Veneration, when 
rhey ſerve to hold up Parties, or as diſciminations of their 
Proteliions, Among the proteſſed Monks and Fryars they 
have certain Habits atligned to ſeveral Orders, and as well 
anciently as now have ſeveral kinds of 7onfures of their 
Heads, which they obſerve withgreat ſeverity ; and place 
much Religion in them, 

And even among the various Sects, or Perſwaſions a- 
mong thoſe that at leaſt abhor Popery, yet we ſhall find 
ſome ſuch fond things upon which they lay a great weaght 
of their Religion : ſometimes in very Looks and compoling 
of their Countenance ; ſometimes in the manner or Tone 
of Expreilions; ſometimes in affetted Phraſes ; ſometimes 
in Geſtures, ſometimes in Habits and Dreſſes, ſometimes in 
uſe of Meats and Drinks of one kind or another. I hall 
give ſome few Inſtances : 

You ſhall have ſome that place a great point of Religion 
in forbearing the eating of Fleſh upon Frydays, or in the time 
of Lent, but yet indulge thernſelves oftentimes in the cating 
of the choicelt Fiſh, and the moſt coſtly Diet of other 
Meats : Others again think they muſt needs go as far on 
the other Extreme, Chuſing thoſe Seaſons tor Feaſt- 
ing upon Fleſh, and think it acceptable to God, becauſe it 
runs counter to the other Exteme. 

Again, a time there was when it was thought that /ovg 
Hair was unbecoming Proteſlors of Chriſtianity, and upon 
that accour: ſame did wear their Zair thort, even to ex- 
eremity. But abour the beginning of the late Wars, many 
took-up,as they thought, a more elevated way of Chriſti- 
anity, and as a Badg thereof wore their Hair extreme Lgng. 
''-TheContormiſts uſually wear Gowns orCanonical Coats ; 
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Many of the Nonconformiſls by way of Diſcrimination 

uſe other Habits. 4 | 
The former officiate, as the Canons uire them, in 
Surplices, and ſometimes with Hoods, and ſome are fo ta- 
ken with it, that they think the Offices want an Eſſential 
Part when performed without it ; ſome of the /atter think 
the ſolemn. Ordinances are, prafaned by it, and rendred $u- 

perſtitious. | | | 
But among all the differing Perſwaſions among vs, there 
are none that give a man more ample Evidence of Miſtakes 
of this Nature, than thoſe called Quakers, who place a great 
part of their Religion /in. keeping on their Hats, in uſing 
the words Thee and 7hos, in (tiling the Months and Days of 
the Week not according to the uſual Appellation, but the 
firſt, or ſecond month,or day,in certain Habits and Poſtures 
unlike other men ; in Silent Devotions at their Publck Meets 
tings, 1n revideing and crying down the Eſtabliſhed Miniſtry, 
Churches, Sacraments, Lords-day, andall manner of Forms, 
, whether commanded or uſed by others; in refuſing to 
takean Oath when lawfully called thereunto ; and ſome 
ſuch other ſingularities. Take away but theſe,and the like af- 
feed Superadditions, the men are as other men, ſome in- 
deed very ſober, honeſt, juſt aod plain-hearted men, and 
ſound in moſt, if not all the important Doctrines and Pra- 
ices of Chriſtianity ; others (as it happens in all Profeil;- 
ons) Subtle, Covetous, Uncharitable Tumuſtuous, Igng- 
rant, proud Deſpiſers of others, Slanderers,and, yet as long 
as they conform to their Sed in thele impertinent &- un- 
warrantable ſingularities, they pleaſe themlelves with the 
Stile of the People of God, and are for the molt. part cſtee- 
med {uch by thoſe of that Sect, Ig 

\ By this little Survey, we may caſily rake an Eſtimate of 
the Miſtakes of Mankind,and even amgng Chriſtians j oufhy 
ian 


ing the Miſtakes in point of Chriſtianity. and C 
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Religion, and how common it is to miſplace the Name of 
Chriſtian Religion and the Natzre of it, and attribute it to 
ſuch things as in truth have nothing to do with it,but many 
times aredire&tly contrary toit. 

And yet even in theſe Impertinencies many men place 
the greateſt moment of their R__ and have as great 
and many —_—_—_ zeal and fervour for them, than 
for the weighty Points and Duties of Chriſtianity, and 
moſt ofthe buſineſs of many men Conſliſts in Velitations 
and Defences and Invettives about them; The Pulpits 
and the Preſs is ingaged about them. Love, and Charity, 
and even common Humanity, and mutual Converſation 
between Man and Man, Church and Church, Party, and 
Party, is broken by the Mutual collifions and animoſities 
concerning them, So that (the Lord be merciful to us and 
forgive us) there is as little love, and as great diſtance and 
animoſity berween many of the Diſlenting Parties a- 
mong Proteſtants, touching theſe Matters, as there' is 
between Papiſts and Proteitants, or between Chriſtians 
and Infidels. And by this means the true Life of Chriſtian 
Religion, and that which was the great End of its Inſti- 
tution, and the true genuine andnatural Effet of it upon 
the heart and ſoul, and courſe of lite, is loſt or negletted 
by them that profeſs it, or diſparaged among thoſe 
that either have not entertained it, « or at leaſt enter- 
tained it as they do the Cuſtoms of the Country wherein 
they are educated. Theſe men, when they fee ſo much 
——_—_ placed by Profeſſorsof Chriſtianity in theſethings, 
which every intelligent man values but as Forms, or In- 
ventions, or Modes, or Artifices, and yet as great weight 
laid upon them, _— fervour and animoſity uſed for 
or againſt them, as almoſt for any Points of Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, they are preſently apt to cenſure and throw off all 
Religion, and reckon aſl oft 


the ame make. 
Bu 
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But when all isdone, true Chriſtian Religion is a thing of 
another kind of Make, and is of another kind of Efficacy, 
and diretted unto, and effeQtive ot a nobler End, than thoſe 
things about which, as above is ſaid, men ſomuch contend, 
and that makes ſo great a buſtle and noiſe in the world. As 
the Credenda are but tew and plain, fo the Facienda, or 
things to be done, are ſuch as do truly ennoble and advance 
the Humane Nature, and brings it to its due habitude, 
both to God and Man. 
It teacheth and tutors the ſoul to a high reverence and ve- | 
neration of Almighty God, a ſincere and upright walki 
as in the preſence of the Inviſible, All-teeing God "* 
makes a man truly to love, to honour, to obey him, and 
therefore caretul to know what his will is; it renders the. 
heart highly thankful to him, both as his Creator, Redec- 
mer, and Benefactor : It makes a man entirely to depend 
upon, to ſeek to him for guidance, and direftion, and 
protection ; to ſubmit to his Will with all Patience, and 
Reſignation of Soul - Itgives the law not only to his 
Word and Attions, but to his very Thoughts Purpo- 
ſes, that he dares-not entertain a very thought unbecom. 
ing the ſight and preſence of that God to whom all our 
thoughts are legible : It teacheth and bringeth a man to 
ſuch a deportment both of external and internal ſobriety, as 
may be decent in the preſence of God and all his holy An- 
gels : It cruſheth and Caſts down all Pride and Haughtineſs 
both in a mans heart and carriage, and gives him an hum- 
ble frame of ſoul and life, both in the ſight of God and 
men : It regulates and governs the Paſſions of the Mind, 
and brings them into due moderation and frame: It gives 
a man a right eſtimate of this preſent world, and ſets the 
heart and hopes above it, ſo that he never loves it more 
than it deſerves: It makes the Wealth and Glory of this 
World, high Places, and great Preferments, but of a = and 
D ittle 


W 
little valde to him ; fo that he is fieithtr covetous lot ambi- 
tivus; not over follicitonus concerning the deackaſ of it: 
It btinfs a mih to that frame that Riphreouſhefs, Jultice, 
Honeſty, and Fidelity is as it were part of his Nature ; he 
can ſooner dye thin commit or purpoſe that which is unjuſt, 
diſhoneſt, or unworthy a gvod man: It makes him value 
the love of God and peace bf Conſcithce above all the 
Wealth and Honours in the World, and be very vigilant to 
keep it inviolably : Though he be under a due appreheniſi- 
on of the love of God to him, = it keeps him humble and 
watchful, and free fromall preſumption, ſo that he dares not 
under a vain confidence of the Indulgence, and Mercy, and 
Favour of God, turn aſide to commit or purpoſe even the 
leaſt injury to man, he performs all his Duties to God in 
ſincerity, and integrity, and Conſtancy ; and while he lives 
on Faith! yet his Converſation, his Hopes, his Treaſure, 
and the flower of his ExpeG&ation is in Heaven, and he en- 
tircly endeavours to Walk ſutably to ſuch a Hope : In ſum, 
it reſtores the Image of God unto the Soul in Righteoul- 
neſs and trne Hohnels. 


Compoſitum jus, faſgue animi ſantloſque receſſus 
mentis, © incottum generofo peflus honeſto, 


Theſe, and the like to theſe, are the Ends, Deſign and Ef- 
tect of True Chriſtian Religion, truly received and digeſted 
in the Soul. Andcertainly any man that duly confidereth, 
will find that they are of another kind of Nature and Value, 
than thoſe ſublime Speculations, Politick Conſtitutions, 
Forms or not Forms, affeQed Singularities, upon which 
many lay the weight of Religion, and for and touching 
which thereis ſo much Contention and Animoſity in the 
{ World. So that methinks menin this regard are like to 
| a Company of fooliſh Boys, who when the Nut is 
broken 
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broken, run ſcrambling after the pieces of the Shell, and i | 
copoMiaroxogy, Aerp] and loft. in | 
ouching the Reaſons or Cauſes of theſe Mifappre- 


Now t 
henfions touching Religion, they are various : ſome de- 
ſerve compallion, Er. om are moreor leſs excuſable, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral kinds : x. Some perſons truly 
Conſcentious and zealous of any thing that they judge to be 
diſpleaſing to God, as not agreeable to his Will, and obſer- 
ving the many Corruptions, that the Romiſh Church have 
brought into the Worthip of God, are very ſuſpicious of 
any thing that may look, as they think, that way ; and 
therefore, though they are ctherwiſe men of ſound and 
Orthodox Principles, and of a truly righteous, ſober, and "I 
pious Life, yet perchance are tra ed ſomewhat too far 
in ſcrupling or oppoſing ſome Ceremonies or Forms; And 
poſſibly their Education and Converſation with men of 
ſuch Perſwaſions have confirmed them in it, ſo that they 
do not oppoſe out of a frowardneſs or peeviſhne(s of Mind, 
or out of Pride, or a Spirit of Oppoſition, bur in the ſince- 
rity and ſimplicity of their hearts, and out of a tenderneſs 
for the Honour of God. Theſe, though they are or may 
be miſtaken in their Perſwaſions, yet certainly deſerve Com- 
paſſion, Tenderneſs, yea and Love alſo, much rather than <T3 
Severity or Contempt, 

2. Others again, obſerving that certain Modes and 
Forms, and the rigorous Obſervations of them, are the 
common road for attaining Preferments or Favours of great 
Perſons, upon that account exerciſe a marvellous feryour 
of mind for them, and a vigorous y - aj of all thar 
come not up to them in every punctilio, that they may 
thereby be taken notice of, and imployed as uſeful and 
fit and vigorous Aſſertors and Inſtruments for this purpoſe, 

3- Many times Gain and Profit is the End and Deſign of 
many Prattices and Poſitions appendicayed to _ Re- 
2 g1OA, 
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ligion, as is before obſerved inthe Romi/ſh Church; and © 
isaſily obſervable that Intereſt, Profit, and Temporal Ad- 
vantage have a ſtrong byaſs upon Mens AfﬀeCtions, and 
are dearer to them than the Truth of Religion, and carry 
men more vigorouſly in their upholding and maintenance, 
than Religion it ſelf doth : And becauſe the preſence of 
zeal tor Religion carries a fair Plauſibility with all men, 
therefore thoſe very things that are but Engines of Gain 
and Profit are Chriſined with the ſpecious Name of Reli- 
10A, 

; It was the making of Silver Shrines for Diana, the Art 
whereby the Artificers got their living, that made the 
Out-cry, Great is Diana of the Epheftans. 

4. Again, it is very certain that mankind hath a huge 
kindneſs and partiality for matters of their own Invention, 
and ſer a greater rate upon them, than upon other matters 
handed over to them by others : And hence it comes to 
paſs that a new Fancy or Opinion, a new Form of Worſhip, 
Diſcipline, or Government that, any man hath invented or 
ſtudied out, is to ſuch a man ordinarily of greater value 
and moment than it deſerves, and ſhall be maintained with 
greater zeal, Fervour and Animoſity, than Points of grea- 
ter truth and moment, as if the great moment and weight 
of Religion and Chriſtianity lay in it, which is in truth 
nothing elſe but the Effeft of Self-love and Self-conceit. 

5. Again, though by Nature Man be a ſociable Creature, 
yet there is in moſt Mena certain Itch of Pride, which 
makes them affe&t a Diſcrimination from others, and to be- 
come a kind of ſeparated Party more refined than the reſt 
of the ame Common Profeſſion. 

I do remember in the beginning of our late Troubles, the 
only Party that viſibly appeared, were ſome that defired ſome 
Reformation in Church-matters : And when that Party had 
obtained, under the Name of the Presbyterian Party, in a 
very 
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very little while there aroſe a more ſublime Party of men, 
called the Independant or Congregational men, which much 
deſpiſed the former, as not arrivedto a Juſt Meaſure of Re- 
formation. Shortly after that there aroſea kind of Lay Par- 
ty, which as much undervalued the Independant, and indeed 
the Miniſtry in general. 

After that there aroſe a Party diſcriminating it ſelf from 
all the former, viz. the Quakers, Theſe various Parties 
were as ſo many Subdiviſions and ReCtifications of what 
went before. 

Now the Means of holding up this Diſcrimination of Par- 
ties are certain /eleft —_— Prattices, or Modes, which: 
are like the Badges or Colours that give each Party his De- 
nomination, Diſtinion, and Diſcrimination: And conſe- 
quently theſe Diſcriminative Badges haveas great a rate ſer 
upon them as each Sect ſets upon it ſelt; and therefore muſt 
beupheld under the very Notion of the life of Religion, and 
wn be maintained with the greateſt fervour imaginable ; 
for otherwiſe the Diſtin&ion of the Sets themſelves would 
fall ro the ground, and become contemptible both among 
themſelves and others, becauſe otherwiſe there would ap- 
pear very little and inconſiderable reaſon, upon trifling or 
ſmall reaſons, to Separate and Divide from others, and to 
Un-Church and Un-Chriſten them that are not Their Com- 


"pany or Society. 
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PART IL 


CONCERNING 


RELIGION. 


The life of it, and Superadaitions to it. 


He Truthand Spirit of Religion comes in a 

a narrow compaſs, though the Effet and O. 

peration thereof are large and diffuſive. So/o- 

mon comprehended it ina few words , Fear 

God, and teep his Commandments, for this is the 

whole Duty of man : The ſoul and life of Religion is the Fear 

of God, which is the Principle of Obedience ; but Obedience 

to his Commands, which 15 an a(t or exerciſe of that life, is 

various, according to the variety of rhe Commands of 

God : If Itake a Kernel of an Acorn, the Principle of life 

lies in it : the thing it ſelf is but ſmall, but the Vegetable 

Principle that lies in it takes up a leſs room than the Kernel - 
it ſelf fitrle more than the quantity of a ſmall Ping head, as 

is caſy to be obſerved by iment, but the exerciſe of 


that Spark of life is large and comprehenſive in its Opera- 
non ; + 
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tion ; it producetha great Tree, and in that Tree the Sap, 
the Body, the Bark, the Limbs, the Leaves, the Fruit; and 
ſo it is with the Principle of True Religion, the Principle 
it ſelf lies in a narrow compals, but the activity and energy 
of it is diffuſive and various, 

This Principle hath not only ProduCtions that naturally 
flow from it, but where it is it termentsand aſlimulates, and 
gives a kind of Tin&ure even to other Actions that do not 
in their own Nature follow from it, as the Nature and Civil 
Attions of our lives, Under the former was our Lords Parable 
of a Grain of Muſtard,under the latter of his Compariſon of 
Leven, juſt as we ſee in other things of Nature:Take alittle 
Red Wine, and drop it into a Veſſel of Water, it gives a new 
Tin&ture to the Water ; or take a grain of Salt and put it into 
Freſh Liquor, it doth communicate it ſelf tro the next adja- 
cent part of the Liquor, and that again to the next, until the 
whole be fermented : So tharſmall and little vital Principle 
of the Fear of God doth gradually and yet ſuddenly affimi- 
late the aftions of our lite flowing from another Principle. 
It rectifies and moderates our Afﬀettions, and Paſlions, and 
Appetites, it gives Truth to our Speech, Sobricty to our 
Sences, Humiliey to our Parts, and the like. 

Religion is beſt in its Simplicity and Purity, but difficult 
to be retained ſo, without Superſtructions and Acceſſions ; 
And thoſe do commonly in time Srifle and Chote the Sim- 
plicity of Religion, unlets much Care and Circumſpettion 
be ah the Contemperations are ſo many and fo Cumber- 

ſom, that Religion loſeth its Nature, or is ſtrangled by 
them: Juſt as a man that hath ſome Excellent Simple Cor- 
dial or Spirit,and puts in Musk in it to make it ſmell ſweer, 
and Honey to cks it taſte pleaſant, and it may be Can- 
tharides to make it look glorious. Indeed by the Infuſions 
he hath given it a very fine Smell, and 7aſt, and Colour, *but 
yet he hath ſo c/ogg'd it, and ſophiſticated it with Super- 

additions, 
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additions, that it may be he hath alcered the Nature, and 
deſtroyed the Virtue of it. 


The Superadditions and SuperſtruQtions in Point of Re- / 


ligion are very: many, and from very many and various 
rempers in men that add them, As for Inſtance, 

1+ There is onecommon Superaddition that naturall 
all men are apt to bring into it, viz. that it may Gratife the 
Sexſe ; for in as muchas the moſt powerful and immediate 
influence upon us comes from and through our Sen- 
ſes, and that ſpiritual and internal apprehenſions have not 
ſo ſtrong or conſtant an Impreſſion upon us, they ſeem 
things ata diſtance, flat, and the Soul is weary of bearing 
it ſelt uponthem ; men are apt to dreſs up Religion fo as 
it wy be grateful tothe Sexſe : Mate us Gods that may go 
before us : And this is the chief original of Idolatry, as; allo 
of Superſtition. 

2. There are other Superadditions that come even from 
the accidental Inclinations of men to ſome ſpecial matter 
which they value and love ; and that they carry over into 
Religion ; and many times mingle with it. As for the 
purpoſe, take a man greatly admiring natural Philoſophy, he 
will be apt to mingle and qualifie Religion with Philoſophica/ 
Notions. Many of thoſe things of Ariſtotle that are harſhly 
and diſhonourably aſſerted — the Diety are from his 
tenacious adhering to certain Philoſophical Poſitions that 
he had fixed upon. 

Bebmen, who was a great Chymiſt, reſolves almoſt all 
Religion in Chymiſtry, and frames his Conceptions of 
Religion ſuitable and conformable ro Chymical No- 
tions. | 

Socinus and his Followers,being great Maſters of Reaſon, 
and deeply learned in matters of Morality, mingle almoſt 
all Religion with it, and form Religion purely to the Mo» 
del and Platform of it. 

E Many 
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Many great Phificians that have much obſerved the Con- 
ſtitutions of Mans Body, have figured to themſelves No- 
tions of the Soul conformable to rhe Reſults of their Obſer- 
vations in the Body. 

And as thus in theſe ſorts of men, ſo again men of Me- 
taphyfical and Notional Brains and Education, as the School- 
men, they have conformed Religion and. their Notions 
concerning it to Metaphyficks : and indeed have made that 
which is and ought to be the common Principle for the 
aftuating of all men, yea even of the meaneſt Capacities,ts 
be a meer Colletion of Subtilties, far more abſtruſe than 
the moſt intricate and ſublimated Humane Learning what- 
loever. 

Again; take a P«/ititian, or States-man, and he ſhall moſt 
caſily conform Religion to Stare Policy, and make it in- 
deed a moſt excellent and incomparable Engine for it, and 
nothing elſe; 

And if we narrowly look upon the Method- and Syſtem 
of Religions it is formed by the Romiſh Fierarchy, it is 
a moſt exquiſite piece of Humane Policy, and every thing 
therein ſuited with moſt exquiſite Art and Prudence for the 
ſupport of the Grandure- and Intereſt of that State - This 
hath mingled with the Chriſtian Religion the Popes Infal- 
libility and Supremacy, his Power . of Pardening. and Diſ- 
penfing, his Keys of Heaven and Hell, his Purgatory and [n- 
dulgences, and. Images, and Adorations of them, his Re- 
ligues, and Pilgrimages, and canonizing of Saints, and a thou- 
fand ſuch kind of ſtuff moſt incomparably fitted: to mens 
Paſſions and AﬀeGtions;and fo to ſupport that moſt artificial 
and methodical Fabrick of the Popilh State : for indeed it 
is noother, 

And-if we -look- into other Kingdoms and Places, we ſhall 
_ find that Religion is ſoſtated and ordercd as may beſt 
cond uce to the peace, order, wealth, and amplitude of 
every 
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every Kingdom ; for wiſe Politicians, finding that Religi 
hath a great im on mens minds, therefore if i 
be not by the Policy of ſtate, may prove an unru- 
ly Buſineſs, if it be contemperated with Mixture prejudici- 
al tothe State, and that itmay be a moſt excellent Engine 
ifit can be managed and actuated for the Benefit of the 
ſtate, do add to it much of their own, that it may be ma- 
naged upon occaſion, and they dreſs up Religion with Srate 
Policy, whereby in truth it becomes nothingelſe but a meer 
piece of Humane Policy, under the Name of Religion. 

And on the other fide, thoſe either politick or diſcouten- 
ted Spirits, that would put a Kingdom into Blood and Con- 
fuſion, do mingle Diſcontents, and Fancies, and [maginations, 
Saſpicions and Frowardneſs with Religion, and call this con- 
fuſed mixture of Phancies and Paſſions, Religion: and ma- 
nage and brandith this Weapon with mighty diſadvantage 
to that State which they oppoſe. 

For it is moſt apparent, that as nothing hath fo great 
an impulſion upon men, as that which comes under the ap- 
prehenſion of Ke/ig/on, in as much as it concerns the greateſt 

o0d, even their Everlaſting Souls and Happineſs ; ſo no- 
thing is of ſo univerſal Concernment as this, and therefore 
like to attra&t the moſt Followers ; for 'every man hath 
notan Eſtate to care-for ; but every man hath a Sou! to 
care for ; and hence it is that ſcarce any great Conteſt be- 
rween Princes hath happened in theſe htter years, nor 
ſcaree any Commotion in a-State, but Religion ts owned on 
all fides ; ind God;amd bis Cauſe, and his Charch, owned on 
on all hands, and therefore ſtill the ſcramble is for Religion, 
and who ſhall keep the Opinion of Religion moſt firm to them, 
and therefore they on all ha»ds infuſe into the thing they 
call Religion thoſe things that may moſt probably and pe- 
licickly hold totheir Party. "RB OHDISUPE oat 

Again,in Conteſt-among Clergymen, every.bne Trims:#nd 

E 2 Orders 
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Orders Religioa in that Dreſs that may moſt make it rbeir 
own, and ſecure it to themſelves. 

Take the Popiſh Clergiemen: hold what you will, if you 
hold not the Supremacy und Yicarior of the Pope, all the 
reſt of your Religion is not worth a ruſh, 

Come to the Reformed Epiſcopal Clergy: as to the Popes 
Swpremacy they diſclaim it : but if you rat ys E- 
piſcapal Government ; if you ſwear wot Canonical Obedience to 
your Ordinary,it youſubmit not to the ns Ceremc- 
nies, and Yeſtments, and Mufick uſed in the Church, you are 
at beſt a Schiſmatick. 

in, come to the Presbyterian Clergy, they will tell 
Wh, Government 1s Romiſh and Superſtitions, and 
their Ceremonies and Uſages Antichriſtian Uſurpations ; 
but if you mean to be of a warrantable Religion, you muſt 
ſubmit to the Presbyterian Government as truly Apoſto- 
lical, 

Come to the/ndependent,he declaims againſt both the for- 
mer, and tells you that the true Conformity to Apoſtolical 
Order is in the Congregational way. 

Take the Azabapti/t, and he-tells you all the former are 
vain and irreligious, unleſs you will be rebaptized and Lifted 
in their Church. 

Again, in Pointsof Dofrine, as well as Diſcipline, it is 
moſt plain that Tenents are profeſſed or raved for diſtin- 
tion of Parties : witneſs the Conteſt between the Arminian 
Party andthe Calviniſtical Party, which are only uſed as 
Methods on either (ide, toattract Profelytes, anddiſtinguiſh 
Parties: Andin theſe and the like diſtinQions of Parties 
and Profeſſions the Superſtruttions and Additions are in a 
manner incorporated and grafted into Religion, and in ef- 
tet givethe only Denomination to it, according to the va- 
rious Intereſts and Aﬀettions of Parties ; when 1n truth, the 
main buſineſs of thee and the like Additions _- Super- 

ructions, - 
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Su 10ns, are but Policies to diſtinguiſh, and fortifie, 
pt manure guiſh 

3. The re are ſome Superadditions to Religion, that 
was do not thmk they are to be condemned, yet arc 

y to be diftingaifhed from the true and natural Life 
of Religion; andſo long as they are kept under that a 
Ares. ry they may, if pradently applyed and managed, do 
But if either they are ently inſtituted, impru- 
dently applyed,or inconfiderately over-valued, as if they were 
Religion, they may and many times do harm; and ſuch 
are decent and inoffenſive Forms in the External Worſhip 
of God appointed by the Civil Magiſtrate, by the advice of 
thoſe that are deſervedly eminentinthe Church for their 
Piety, Learning, and Prudence. And there ſeems to be 
very good Reaſonfor it, 

x. Becauſe it every man ſhould be left to himſelf, there 
would Confuſion enſue ; becauſe no man knew anothers 
Mind, gr Rule of his external Deportment. 

2. All men have not that equal Prudence to Judge whit 
were fit to be uſed: the Magiſtrate is like to make choice of 
thoſe perſons that are fitteſt to adviſe, and their Recom- 
mendations would be of greateſt authority with others. 

3- Tt is moſt certain, that Man being compoſed of Soul 
and Body, cannot ſo regularly and well fix- himfelf to his 
Duty, without ſome juſtifiable _— his Devotion ; fuch 
are vocal Prayers, L_—_ and other Geſtures proper for 
the Matter of Worſhip which he intends. 


And this may beone Reaſon, whythe Lord, though he 
ſtritly forbad all Idolatry and Superſtirion,and Heatheniſh 
Prattice to tbe Fews, yet did appoint Sacrifices, Prieſts, a 
glorious Tabernacle,and the Ark, which was not only a di- 
verſion from the Egyptian Idolatry whichthey had feen,but 
alſo a help ro their natural infremity for the excitation of 


their Devotian, 


And 
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And although our Lord Jeſus came to abrogare even that 
Indulgence, and foretold that thoſe that wor pped the Fa- 
ther, ſhould worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, under the 
Goſpel, yet it is certain that the immediate Apoſtles of 
Chriſt did ſet certain orderly Obſervances in the Church 
for decencies fake : and it was juſtly allowable: As concer- 
ning the order of -the exerciſe of their Supernatural Gifts, 
Concerning Womens ſpeaking in the Church, concerning 
mens being covered in the Church, and Women rate. 
concerning the manner and order of receiving the Sacra- 
ment, a, the like. "oY 

But as there be Reaſons for it, ſothere be Cautions to 
be uſed in it. 

1. That they be not too mumerons ; for their Multitude 
will rather oppreſs than ſecure Religion. 

2, Thatin their Natures they be not Seper/titions, but 
keep as much diſtance from it as well may be; otherwiſe 
they will be in Religion, as the dead Fly in the Apotheca- 
ries Oyntment, 

3- That they be clean and decent, not too full of Pempor 
Oftentation : Ceremonies ſhould be uſed as we uſe a Glals, 
rather to preſerve the Oyl, than to adorn it. Too much 
Pomp cauſeth Jcalouſies even in good men, of a degeneration 
either to Jewiſh Ceremonies or Popiſh Vanities. 

4- That though ſuch are not to be rejetted becauſe they 
are Ancient, ſoit they become nſeaſonable, they are not 
to be held meerly becauſe they are Ancient. It is with Ce- 
remonies as with ſome other things that-are fit to be chan- 
ged when they become unuſeful or offenſive, as the Love- 
Feaſts, Extreme Unition, and ſome other things, poſſibly 
practiſed, and fit enough, in the Primitive times : Many 
Ceremonies wereat firft inventedand practiſed, to win over 
unconverted Heathens ; to incourage weak Chriſtians, el- 
pecially the Fews, who were not caſily to be drawn _—_ 
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their Legal Ceremonies: But when People become. a Know- 
jng People, that (ce beyond thoſe Ceremonies, and under- 
ſtand w and why, and how camein, then it were 
Prudence to 4/p:n/e with, or change , 

5. That they be not urged with too much rigeur or ſeveri 
upon ſuch as concienion refuſe them. Charity to a w 
Brother in things indifferent in their own Nature, is then to 
be exerciſed, when my- Brother is offended therewith, or 
never: And if it be ſaid it.is his duty to ſubmit to the 
Charch, and not the Church to him ; I do think that anſwer. 
wilt not ſerve in this caſe ; for furely though a Child owes 
a Duty to a Father, yet his neglect thereof, eſpecially if 
it be upon a conſcientious account, will not excuſe the - 
left of a Fathers Duty.to his Child : The Apoſtle profeſſed 
he would abſtain from things lawful rather than offend his 
weak Brother. 

6. And eſpecially that we be careful to remember that 
Religion is another thing from theſe Ceremonies. Theſe are 
of uſe, i. e, for Ornament ; They are the Dreſſings and the 
Trimmings of Religion atthe beſt, but the Fear of God is of 
a higher extraction. 

It is a pitiful thing to ſee men run upon this miſtake, ef- 
pecially intheſe latter times ; one placing all lis Religion 
in-holding the Pope to be Chriſts Vicar, another placing Re- 
ligion in this, to hold »o Papiſt can be ſaved: One holding all 
Religion to conſiſt, in holding Epiſcopacy to. be jure divine ; 
another by holding Presbytery to be jure divino; another -in 
crying up Congregational Government ; another in Anabap- 
tiſe ; one 1n hcing all Religion in. the ſtrict obſervation of 
all Ceremonies ; another in a ſtrift refuſal. of all : One hold- 
ing a great part of Religion in putting off the Zat, and - 
bowing at the Name of Teſus ; another judging a man an Ido- 
later for it: and a third placing his Religion in putting off 
his Hat.to-none ; and ſo like a company of Boys han 
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Bubbſesout of a Wall-nut-ſhell, every one runs after his bub- 
ble, 4nd &alls it Religion ;- and every one meaſares the Re- 
ligior; or #religionh of another, by their agreeing or diſſen- 
ting with them in theſe or the like matters; and at beſt, 
while we ſcramble and wrangle about the pieces of the Shell, 
the Kernel is either loſt, or gorten by ſome that doth not 
prize any of their Conteſts. 

Believe ir, Religion isquite another thing from all theſe 
Matters : He thar fears the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
walks humbly before him, thanktully lays hold of the Meſ- 
ſage of Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus, ſtrives to expreſs 'his 
thankfulneſs by the Sincerity of his Obedienue, is ſorry 
with all his foul when he comes ſhort of his Duty, walks 
watchfully in the denial of himfelf, and holds no confedera- 
cy with any Luſt or known Sin, it he falls in the leaſt mea- 
ſure is reſtleſs till he hath made his Peace by true Repen- 
tance, is true in his Promiſe, juſt in his Aﬀtions ; Charitable 
to the Poor, ſincere in his Devotions, that will not deli- 
berately diſhonou r God, though with the greateſt ſecurity 
of impunity ; that. hath his hope in Heaven, and his Con- 
verſation in Heaven, that dare not do an Unjuſt A& though 
never ſo much to his advantage, and all this becauſe he ſees 
him that is inviſible, and fears him becauſe he loves him, 
fears him as wellfor his Goodneſs as his Greatneſs ; fuch a 
man, wherher he be an Epiſcopal, or a Presbyterian, or an 
Independant, or an Anabaptiſt ; whether he wears a Sur. 
plice, or wears none, whether he hears Organs, or 
hears none, whether he Kneels at the Communion, or tor Con- 
ſcience ſake/fands or firs ; he hath the Life of Religion in him, 
and that life a&s in him, and will conform his ſoul to the 
Image of his Saviour, and walk along with him to Ererni- 


ty, notwithſtanding his Praiſe or Now-prattiſe of theſe In- 
differtnts. 


+ Oq the other ſide, if a man fears wor the Eternal God, 


dares 
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darescommit any fin with preſumption, can drink excef- 
ſively, ſwear alas or falſly, commit Adultery, Lye, Co- 
zen, Cheat, break his Promiſes, live looſely, th he pra- 
Aiſe every Ceremony never ſo curiouſly, or as ſtubbornly 
oppoſe them ; though he cry down Biſhops, or cry down 
Presbytery;; though he be re-baptized every day, or _—_ 
he diſclaim againſt it as Hereſic ; though he Faſt all & 
Lent, or Feaſts out of pretence of avoiding Superltition, yet 
notwithſtanding theſe, and a thouſand more external Con. 
formities, or zealous Oppoſitions of them, he wants the 
Life of Religion. 


F PAR] 


TS — _—_— 


OF THE 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


IS 


The Superſtruftions upon it, and Animoſities 
about them. 


He Chriſtian Religionand Dodrine wasby the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God to be 
the common Meansand Method to 


my 
kind to their Chief End, namely, to N 
and to ſerve, and obey, and glorifie, and ever- 

laſtingly to enjoy Almighty God the Chicteſt Good. 
to that end it was given out with all the Plainneſs 
and Perſpicuity, with all Evidenceand certainty ; a Doctrine 
and En mo——_—_—_ —_ of all Holineſs and Purity, 
of all Righteouſneſs and Honeſty, of all Longanimity, Be- 
nignity, and Gentleneſs, Sweetneſs, Mee and Chari- 
ty ; of all Moderation and Patience, of all Sobriety and 
Temperance; in brief, itis a Religionthat is admirably and 
ſufficiently conſtituted ro make a man, what indeed he 
ſhould be, Pious towards God, Juſt and Beneficent towards 
Men, and temperate in himſelf, fitted for a life of Piety, 
F 2 Honeſty, 
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Honeſty, Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and Happineſs heareafter. 
Suetr iSthe Chriſtian Religion, and ſuch the men muſt be 
that are truly conforxrh{ble r6 fit ; $od if.any;man profeſiing 
Chriſtianity, be not ſuch a mian, it is becauſe he comes fo . 
much ſhort of his due Conformity to Chriſtian Religion, 
and rhe moſt excellent Doftrine and Precepts thereof. 

The Profeſſion of this Religion. is that which is, and for 
many Ages hath been, commonly made by a very conlidera- 
ble part at the known World, as the only true Religion. gi- 
ven to the world-by Almighty God, through his Son Jetus 
Chriſt, wherein and whereby they may expect everlaſting 
Srlvation. —- 

But yet together with this Chriſtian Religion, the Pro, 
ſc{ſors thereot have in ſeveral Apes and. Places choſen ro 
themſelves various advent itions accidental Superſiruttions, Ad: 
tions, Opinions, Modes, and Prattices, which they have as 
ir were incorporated into the Chriſtian Religion by them 
profeſſed, or appendicated unto it —-. 

And theſe SuperſtruQtions.or Appendixes of Chriſtign Re- 
_=_ have been introduced and entertained by various 

cans, and by various Deſigns, and to various Ends Some 
”Y the Aathority of great Names ; Some by inſefible gra- 

it ions or long, cuſtoms, ſore by a ſuppoſed congruity or in- 
congruity ; ſome for Order or Decency: Some for Diſcrimi- 
nation of ' Parties; Some for Political Ends, appearing in 
themſelves, or ſecretly carryed on ; ſome upon emergent 
occafions ; either continuing or now ceafing ; Some by Ci- 
vil, ſome by gfcclefraſtical Santtions ; Some by traditional 
Obſervations, either. continued, or interrupted and revi- 
ved ; Some for Ornament; Some for Zſe ; Some as ſuppoſed 
neceſſary conſequents upon the Chriſtian DoQrine, Some to 
be, qua ſepta & munimenta doftrine & religionis Evange- 
lice, as the Jewiſh Traditions were ſuppoſed to be the Se- 
pimenta Legis z Some for one end, and ſome for another + 
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And although theſe are not truly. and eſſentially parts of 
the Chriſtian Religion, yet as the humours in the body 
are ſome good, ſome noxious, ſome innocent, though they 
are no part of the true vital blood, yet they mingle with ir, 
and run along in it ; ſo theſe Superſtruions, and 10Ns, 
and Additions have in various Ages, Succeſſions, and Places 
mingled with the-true radical vital Do&rine and Religion 
of Chriſt, in mens Opinions, and Pradtices, and Pro- 
fetlions. 

And yet it is viſible to any man that will but attentively 
obſerve the Courſes of men profeſſing Chriſtian Religion, 
that the greateſt tervour and animoſity of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtian Religion is not ſo much with reſpe&t to the ſub- 
ſtantials of Chriſtian Religion, cither in things to be belie- 
ved or pratifed, as touching theſe Additionsand Superſtruti. 
ons ; ſome as fervently contending ſor them, as if the life of 
Chriſtianity conſiſted in them, ſome as bitterly and ſeverely 
conteſting againſt them, as if the life and ſoul of Chriſtian 
Religion were not poſſibly conſiſting with them. 

And by theſe means theſe unhappy Conſequences follow. 

1. That whereas the main of Chriſtian Religion conſiſts 
in the true belief of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
Prattice of thoſe Chriſtian Virtucs that he left unto liis Diſ- 
ciples and Followers, both by his Example and Precept, 
namely love of God, Holineſs and Purity of lite, Humilir 
and Lowlinefs of mind, Patience, Meeknefs, Gentlenefs 
Charity, a low and caſy Value of the World, Contentation 
of Mind, ſubmiſſion to the Will of God, Dependance upon 
him, Reſignation unto him, and other excellent Evangelical 
Virtues, that perſe&t and re&tifie the Soul, and fit it tor an 
humble Communion with Almighty God in this lite, and a 
bleſſed fruition of his Preſence in the life to: come ; the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is not ſo much placed in theſe, asin an entire 
Conformity to Modes and Circumſtances, or an extream _ 
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fion from them. And according to the various or 
Inclinations of Parties thoſe are made the Magualia of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and ſuch as give the only Charafter or Diſ- 
criminative Indication of the Chriſtian Religion, 

z. And conſequently all the greateſt part of that fires 
and fervour of mind, which ſhould be employed in thoſe 

reat weighty Subſtantials of Chriſtianity, runs out and 

Fends it ſelf in thoſe little Collaterals, and Su | 
and Additaments, ſome "_ the carneſtneſs and 
intention, contenſion of mind to have them, and ſome 
placing the intenſion and fervour of their mind to be with- 
outthem, not unlike thoſe old Contentions between the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches touching the time of the Paſ- 
chal Obſervation, one Party excommunicating the other for 
their diſſent, as if the whole weight and ſtreſs of the Chriſti- 
an Religion lay in thoſe little Additaments. 

3- And hereupon there ariſe Schiſmes, Fa&tions, and 
perſonal Animoſities, Diſcrimination of Parties, Cenſori- 


ouſnels, and ſtudied — of Proteſlors of Chriſti - 
cc 


ty, oftentimes one Party thoſe Praftices which 
are good and commendable in the other, to keep their 
diſtances the more irreconcilable, and each Party eſpouſing 
ſome odd Diſcriminating Habits, Modes; and ſometimes 
alſo by Opinionsin matters of Religion, that may eſtran 
and diſcriminate them each from the other ; and theſe hy 4 
nions though of little moment or conſequence (it may 
whether true or falſe) are advanced up into little lefs than 
Articles of Faith, for the ſake of this Diſcrimination, when 
pollibly they are of little moment whether they be aſſented 
unto or not, of leſs certainty, and have little or no influence 
or concern in the Subſtance of Chriſtian Dodrine. 

4- And hereupon it oftentimes comes to paſs that not 
only the common Bond of Charity and Chriſtian Love 
is brokea between the Profeſſors of the ame Fa io 

Chri 
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Chriſtianiry,but there is moſt ordinarily much moreSeverizy, 
and Perſecution,and Implacableneſs andIrreconcileableneſs ,more 
endeavoursto undermine,and ſupplant,and Diſſenters, 
more ſcorns, and vilifying, and reproach, and infolence one 
towards another in their viciſſitudes of advantage, than there 
look and profine! he EY nad 
l ives, between ox and Heretiq 
nay between Chriſtians and Turks, or Infidels many times. 

5. And from this there ariſeth a moſt fruitful and a moſt 
inevitable increaſe of Atheiſm and contempt of Religion, in 
many of the s of this Gatne among Profeſſors of 
rhe Chriſtian Religion, and that upon theſe two Accounts - 
Principally, becauſe when they hear each Party declare (as 
they muſt if they declare truth) in their Sermons and Wri- 
tings, that the rine of Chriſtianity injoynes Mutual 
Love, Condeſcention, Charity, Gentlenefs, kneſs, and 
yet ſo little pra&tiſed by Diſſenting Parties, men are apt to 
conclude, that either theſe perſons do not believe what 
they to preach and publiſh, orthat the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity was a Notion and Speculation, and never in- 
tended as a neceſſary Rule of Pradtice, ſince the greateſt 
Pretenders to the Religion of Chriſt pra&tiſe (o little of it. 

2. Becauſe when men ſee that thoſe little Superſtrudi- 
ons and Additions are by che one ſide proſecuted, and on the 
other ſide decryed, with as much animoſity, fervour and 
ſeverities,. as the moſt weighty and important Truths and 

of E lical Faith and Obedience, Spectators and 
By-ſtanders think that they are all of the. ſame value; and 
when they ſee that theſe things which every ſober conſide- 
rate man muſt needs conclude little,and of no momont, are 
rated at ſo great a value by the conteſting Parties of each 
fide, Truths then are doubted of in relation to theſe : It 


makes men call inquiliics gras matters, when they fee ſuch 
on day or declined withno lefs Fervour and A- 
nimoſity thanif they were of the greateſt. And... 
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And conſidering theſe unhappy Conſequences of theſe 
fervours ofminds touching theſe ſmall Appendixes and Syu- 
perſtructions, even more than about, or concerning the 
very weighty things of the Goſpel, I have endeavoured to 
ſearch our rhe Reaſon how this ſtrong Diſtemper comes to 
paſs ; and there ſeems to be theſe Caules thereof. 

t. Ordinarily a man is mote fond of, and concerned for 
ſomerhing that #s his ows, than for that which is of God ;as 
we arc tranſported with a Love to ourſelves,ſo we are tran- 
ſported w'th a love and admiration of what is owr own : and 
hence it is that the weightier and more important Dutics 
injoined by Chriſt, partake leſs of cur zeal, or courage, or 
intenſion of mind, than -our own little Fantafies and 
Inventions. 

2. Pride, Credit, and Reputation are commonly ingaged 
in cither Party in the things conteſted, when they are once 
conteſted ; and theſe are violent and preiling Iatereits and 
Motions. | 

3- The Plaineſt Truthand Purity of Religion is a thing 
that ſeldom pleaſeth and ſuteth tothe Curiolity and Appetite 
of Men; they are always fond of ſomething Annexed or 
Appendicated to Religion to make it plealing to their Ap« 
petite, A certain Sawce that may enrertain their Fancy, 
afrer which it may run, and wherein it may picaſe it ſelf. 
And theſe Sawcesto Religion are various, and variouſly plea- 
ſing, according to the Various Inclinations of Men : Mott or- 
dinarily the Fancies of men affe& ſome things Splendid and 
Senſible tobe Saperadded to Religion ; the //raelites wouid 
needs have gods that might gobetore clicin ; and incomply- 
ance with this Humour, moſt of the Strang: Modes and 
Geſticulations among the Heathens, and moſt of the Super- 
ſtitions, Ceremonies and Rites among the Papiſts were in- 
vented. 

Again, ſometimes the Humour of the People rugs in the 


other 
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other Extreme, either they will have nothing of Form or 
Order, or all ſuch Forms or Orders as are extremely oppo- 
ſite tro what others uſe, and place their delight and com- 
placency therein : And by this means oftentimes it comes 
ro paſs, that men are carried withgreater carneſtneſs and ve- 
hemence after thoſe Placentia, the entertainments of their 
fancies, than to the true Subſtance of Religion it ſelf. 

4- Oftentimes it comes to paſs that there are two very 
jealous Concerns, and impatient of any Corrival, that are 
each againſt other in theſe different and diſſentings 
ices, relating to Collaterals in Religion : On the one 
fide, Power and Authorityis very tender of its own ntereſt, 
and jealous of a Competitor or Rival; On the other fide, 
Conſcience and Perſwafion either ofthe Neceſſity or Vnlawfulneſs 
EAFSISIL jealous, or fearful, and ſuſpicious of 
any thing t her! Kreme And whether the Conſci- 
ence be miſtaken ornot, yet ſo long as its Perſwaſion, that 
is entertained /ab rat ione — prevails, this jealouſic 
will ſtill prevail in the mind ; and it many times out 
that Authority on the one hand is impatient, or at leaſt jea- 
lous of Oppolition, and Conſcienceon the other hand reſtleſs 
and unquiet, 

5. And the difficulty is ſo much the greater, becauſe each 
ſeems to derive their obliging Authority from God ; the 
Magiſtrate recognizing God Almighty as the Fountain, 
Root, and Foundation of his Power; and the Conſcience 
ſuppoſed to be theVicegerent of God in the Soul. 

6. Bur that which admirably keeps up theſe differences, 
is that men on cach ſide, deal not one with another calmly, 
mildly, or upon the Reaſons of the things, or upon a true 
way of Reaſoning, Debating, and Arguing of things, or 
prudent Conſiderations that might invite yielding on the 
one ſide,or accommodations of the other,but eachParty takes 
in all thoſe Contributions, Ailiſtances, and Advantages, thar 
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genuous Quotations out of each other, without thoſe ordi- 
nary Remediesthat might be allowed by comparing of other 
of their Writings. 

Theſe and the like Auxiliaries are on each part taken into 
theſe Velitations berween Chriſtians, and in relation to 
things contended for or againſt in theſe Differences, whereas 
the whole tenour of the DofArine of Chriſtianity, as it was 
delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, decries nothing more 
than Anger, Wrath, Malice, Railing, Evil-ſpeaking, Back 
biting Slanders, Reproches, Names and Epithers ot Scorns, 
Crafr, and Subtilty ; yet all tlieſe black Legions are called, 
uſed, and imployed in the — of that Cauſe, 
which each Party pretends to be the Cauſe of Chriſt ; as if 
Fiends, and Furies, and Legions of Devils were thought fit 
Auxiliaries oneach Party, wherein both pretend theintereſt 
of Chriſt Jeſus. 

And that this is fo, let any man but read thoſe Books 
whith have flown abroad from either Party, he will find 
it evident in all the Contentions of this nature : Witneſs on 
the one part Martin Marprelate, the Odious Centuries put 
out by Mr. White in the beginning of the Long Parliament, 
the frequent Inve&tives and odious Epithets given. to Li- 
curgy, to the B Conforming Miniſters, and to the 
Church of Eg it ſelf, as Antichriſtian, Idolatrous, 
| Babyloniſh, 
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Babyloniſh, and a thouſand fed Names and Stiles, 
on the otherfide there have been many that have 
not been behind hand with bitter Inve&ives, 'Scornful and 
mocking Expreflions and AppeMations, odious RefleCtions, 
unneceſlary to be repeated. By all which theſe two things 
areevident, D 
1, That theſe Tranſports of cither ſide come not from 

that Spirit which Chriſt brought with him into rhe world, 
and which he commended and left to his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers ; namely, a Spirit of Love, of Charity, of Gentle- 
neſs, Patience, Kindneſs, and Sweetneb of diſpoſition. 

2. Tharif men go about to juſtifie this, becauſe firſt pro- 
voked by the adverſe Party, and fo juſtifie it by the Law of 
Taliation, theſe men do not remember that as on the one 
hand the Duty of Chriſtians is Selt-denial, Moderation, and 
Peaceableneſs ; on the other ſide, that a Spirit of Revenge, 
an Eye for an Eye, a Tooth for a Tooth, is as much againſt 
the Dodrine of Chriſt, as any _— the world, 

Therefore certainly it becomes thoſe of either Party eci- 
ther to caſheer theſe black Auxiharics of their Wars, and 
Contentions of this kind, or otherwiſe for the fake and 
honour of Chriſt and the Chriftian Religion, plainly de- 
clare that he is not concerned in the Conteſt, but that 
the Conteſt is a Conteſt of Intereſts and Yain-Glory, of 
Pride and Ambition, and Reputation, and defire of Fitlory ; 
Or if they will not declare ſo much to the World, yet they 
muſt give leave to the SpeCtators to judge of it ſo. 

Now theſe bitrernefies and virulentnefles of either fide, - 
have been commonly of two kinds :firſt.ſuch as refle&t,' if not 
all rogether, yet moſt of —_ the Perſons of their Ad- 

verſaries. 2. Orſuch as refle&t only upon the Matters in 
difference between them ; both were bad enough, and fuch 
as ſerve to make the Differences and Breaches wider. 

But of late times, I know not by what unhappy _ 
G2 there 
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there hath prevailed more tormerly, certain Inve- 
Qtives that have gone much-farther, even to the rendring of 
Religion it felf, and Scripture Expreſſions ridiculous, and pie: 
ces of raillery ; and I could have wiſhed that fome late 
Books, put out under the faſhion of Dialogaes, and ſome 
other Books of that kind, had not been too Guilty of this 
fault. 

I do remember when Ben. Johnſon made his Play of the 
Alchymiſt, whercin he brings in Anartas in derifion of 
the perſons then called Paritans, with many of their Phra- 
ſes in uſe among them, taken out of the Scriptures , 
with a deſign to render that ſort of perſons ridiculous, 
and to gain applauſe to his wit and fancy. But —_ 
thoſe perſons were not in very good eſteem among t 
Great Ones and Gallants, yetthe Play was diſliked, and 
indeed abhorred, becauſe it ſeemed to reproach Religion 
it ſelf, though intended only to render the Puritans ridi- 
culous. That which was uncomely and unſcemly in a 
Poet, who made it his buſineſs ro make Plays, certainly 
is much more fulſom and unſavoury in another; eſpeci- 
ally if the Author be & Clergy-mar, as I ſuppoſe he is: 
for of all men inthe world it becomes ſuch proſpicere hons- 
ri Religionis Chriſtians, and not to render it ridiculous 
and contemptible, by raillery and ſcurrilous jeaſti 

And yet Ido not find in all Ber. Johnſon's Alchymiſt one 
half of thoſe ridiculous and unſeemly repetitions of Scrip. 
ture Phraſes and Expreſſions, as well as mimical imitations 
and diſdainful mockings of thoſe Perſons, and that Party 
whom hedeſigns to difparage : Scarce a Page but ſome un- 
handſom mention of the Spirit, and Chriſt and Grace, and 
Saints, and ſome Scripture Expreſſions : And if it ſhall be 
faid that hedoth it but only in exprobration of ſuch perſons 
as abuſed or miſapplyed ſuch expreſſions, and it is not 
with intent to reproach the Scripture or thoſe Phraſes that 
are 
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are deſumed from ir, but to ſhew the boldneſs and miſtakes 
of them that have miſapplied or abuſed them. 

I anſwer, That theſe Milapplications and inconſiderate 
Uſes of Scripture-phraſes by them, though it be juſtly 
reprovable, yet it is far more intollerablein him. Though 
cheir miſtakes were weak and fooliſh, yet they were /cr;- 
ous in thoſe very miſtakes ; but this man induſtriouſly 
and deſignedly makes the Expreſſion ridiculous and con- 
temptible. 2. Their Abuſes of Scriptures and Scripture- 
phraſes will not atall juſtifie the like in him,though in a- 
nother kind, and to another end ; he might have learned 
to have avoided the folly and inconſiderateneſs of the 0- 
thers, and not have mulritiplied it in himſelf by a worſe 
Method of abuſe. 

Certainly, who ever he was that made theſe Conferences, 
I dare ſay he hath no ſuch pattern of writing from the A- 
poſtles or Fathers. The neareſt Copy that | know of ir, 
is the 4 and though ht ſeems a man of Wit and 
Learning, and pollibly would be ſome body in the world, 
I daxe fay they that cheriſh him in the main of his deſign 
are aſhamed of his ſcurrility, and wiſh it had been ſpared, 
and ſo perchance may he be when more years have bet- 
ter conſideration. The miſchiefs that come by this man- 
ner of writing are very great and many. 

x. It makes Differences irreconcilable. When Differences 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical in Judgment or Prattice happen, 
gentleneſs, ſoftneſs, mildaeſs, and perſonal reſpe&tfulnels 
quiet the Paſſions and Spirits of the adverſe Party, gain 
upon him,get within him ; and when the perſon is thus 
won, and over-matched with Sweetneſs and Kindneſs, 
and perſonal Jealouſies and Prejudices removed, Perſwaſi- 
ons and Arguments grow prevalent, come with their full 
ight, are entertained calmly, and conſiderately, and in- 
gain grounds even upon the judgment: Bu I yet 
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knew any man converted BY | an angry, paſſionare, rail- 
ing Adverſary, for ſuch kind of behaviour prefencly rai- 
ſerh in the Adverſary the hike Paſſions and Prejudice, and 
makes the Diſtance _ qererl. and the Paſſions being inga- 
ged in the-quarrel, che Judgments of both fides are lolt,or 
blinded, or filenced with the duſt and noiſe 'of paſſionate 
digladiations ; andindeed conſidering how apparently and 
evidently ſuch kind of dealing between Diſſenrers renders 
compoſures almoſt impoſſible ; and yet obferving how 
much this courſe of reviling, and opprobrious, and unman- 
ly as well as unchriſtian Language, is in praftife, 1 
thought that it hath been a real deſign to render each Par- 
ty odious and irreconcilable ro the other, and the Ho 
of compoſure deſperate : For who can ever expect that any 
man, or any ſort of men, ſhould be drawn over to that 
Party that foal publickly ſtile him brain-/ick, a fool, jill, 
hypocrite, fanatique, and a hundred ſuch ſcornful Appella- 
tions; or that men will be caſily drawn to relinquiſh thoſe 
Opinions or Perſwaſions when they muſt thereby in ciie&t 
ſubſcribe to ſuch Epitheres and Appellations before al the 
world ; and of all things in the world men can with the 
leaſt patience bear refleftion upon their intelleQtuals, and 
are moſt irreconcilable to them that traduce or abuſe them 
therein, 

2. It greatly diſadvantageth the Cayſe, as well as the 
Verſons of thoſe that uſe this method amongſt ſober in- 
different Obſervers, who will be ready to conclude them 
a parcel of people tranſported by paſſions, weak, and pre- 
judicared ; 'and look upon ſuch a Cauſe as is maintained by 
railing, — raillery, and unproved Calumnies, as 
weak, and ſtanding in need of ſuch rudeneſſes to ſupport 
and maintain it. 

3. Ir expoſet!1 Religion it ſelf to the derifion of Acheiſts, 
and confirms them in their' Atheiſms, and gains them too 
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many Proſelytes; and that principally upon theſe Rea 
ſons, 1. Becauſe they find that Clergy-men do tell them 
in the Pulpits, that Chriſt himſelf and 'his Appoſtles con» 
demned railing, ſcandalous Appellation, as Racs, and 
Fool, Euil-ſpeating, fooliſb-jeaſting, Mecking, Reviling ; "This 
they tel men, they tell chem cruly, and yer theſe 
very men: ghat call themſelves Mirafters of Ghutift, Meſ 
7 of mpoonhing. foling. and dering; cov” pane 
ty of re ing. one r 
im their able. Pamphlets and Diſcourſes, that aan 
ſcarce be exampled among the: moſt invettive Ranks 
af Perſons, whoſe trade! i1t is £0: be Satyricdl,/ and- ren- 
. der people ridiculous : Ney 'fo fat hath this: Excellent 
manage prevail'd among Cleigpatz,; 21s their Scots 
and Reproaches are not levelled at the Perſons, or Per- 
ſonal Defe&ts of Diſſenters, but rather than want fſup- 
ports for their Party, will have ugly flings at Religion 
it ſelf, at Scripture expreſſions ; and when men ſee ſuch 
a courſe of Pradtice among the Preachers and Clergy-men, 
they are ready to nad that ſurely they beheve not 
themſelves what they preach to others ; therefore think 
_ they have a fair pretence not to believe-them. 

2. Put principally theſe great Animoſiries and Tranſports 
of diſſenting Clergy-men, confirms and promotes A- 
theiſme, upon this account, that the rhings about which 
this wonderful hate is ſtrucken between theſe Parties, 
are ſuch as both Parties agree to be none of the Fun- 
damentals of che Religion profetſed by both, but Ac- 
ceſſaries and Acceſljons, and ſuch indeed as By-ſtanders 
think are of very ſmall moment, and yet when men ſee fo 
much heat and paſſion, ſo much fervour and contention, 
ſuch reproaches and revilings, ſuch exaſperations of 
Authority on either Party, ſuch mutual Profecutions one 
of another, that more could not poſſibly be done be- 
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tween Diflenters in thoſe points which both agree to 
be Fundamental, Atheiſtical ſpirits are apt to conclude, 
that bly thoſe points, that both ſides ſuppoſed to 
be of greater moment, are cja/dem farine, with thoſe 
in Conteſt, ſince they are not, nor cannot be proſecuted 
with fervour, than theſe which all men take to 
be and inconſiderable, and that it is Intereſt, Vain- 
glory, and Applauſe, or ſome other Temporal Concern, 
that gives this Feryour and Zeal in Matters of Religion, 
more than the true Concerns of it ſelf. The Concluſion 
therefore is, That men for their owa ſakes, and for the 
more Temperance, Provecce, and Modencian in Come 
qeſts about Circumſtantials. 
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Sir. Francis Bacon Lord Verulam, 
Viſcount St. Albans and Lord Chan- 
cellor aſter, in bis Advertiſeme nt of the 
Controverſies, of the Church of Eng= 
land, pag. 138. of bis Works. 


He wrongs of them who are poſleſſed of 
the Government of the Church, towards the 
other, may hardly be diſſembled, or excu- 
ſed: They have charged them as tho' they 
denyed tribute to cans withdrew from 

the Civil Magiſtrate, the obedience which they have ever 
performed and taught, 

I have oft tranſcribed Biſhop Andrews Confident Aſſer- 
tion of the Loyalty of thoſe then called Puritans, a- 
gainſt the Papiſts accuſation, in his Tortura Torti, 

They have ſorted and coupled them with the Family 

of Love, whoſe Herefie they have labour'd to deſtroy 

and confute. They have been ſwift of Credit to receive 
accuſations againſt them, from thoſe that have quar- 
relled with them, but for ſpeaking againſt ſin and Vice. 

Their Accuſations and Inquiſitions have been ſtrict, 

Swearing men to Blanks and Generalities, not included 

within compaſs of Matter certain; Which the Party 

which is to take the Oath, may Comprehend to be a 

thing captious and ſtreinable. Their ——_— 

tion to their own Articles, is but Laceſſere & irritare 
morbos Feclefhe ; Which otherwiſe would ſpend them- 
ſelves: Non Conſenſum querit ſed diſtdinn, qui quod fatlis 
preflatur, in verbis exigit. He ſeeketh not Unity but 

H Diviſion, 
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Diviſion, who exafleth that in words, which we are content 
to yield in Atlion. 

And it is true, that there are ſome, who (I am per- 
ſwaded) will not cafily offend by inconformity, who 
notwithſtanding make ſome Conſcience to ſubſcribe : 
For they know this Note of Inconſtancy and Detection 
from what they have long held, ſhall diſſable them to 
do that good, which otherwiſe they might do. For ſuch 
is the weakneſs of many, that their Miniſtry ſhould be 

* 15-4, thereby diſcredited *. As for their eafie ſilencing them 

mer##/2 i- in ſo great ſcarcity of Preachers, it is to Puniſh the 

- vr 1 People, and not Them. Ovught they not(I mean the 

_ Biſhops) to keep one eye open, to look upon the good that 

#- greater the men do, but to fix them 40th upon the hurt that 

reaſen 193% they ſuppoſe cometh by them > Indeed fuch as arc /uteme 
perate and Incorrigible, God forbid they ſhould be per. 
mitted to preach: But ſhall every inconſiderate word, 
ſomtimes captiouſly watched, and tor the moſt part hard- 
ly enforced, be as a forfeiture of their Voice and Gift 
in preaching ? ! 

As for ſundry particular moleſtations, I take noplea- 
{ure to recite them, If a Miniſter ſhall be troubled for 
faying in Baptiſme ( Do you believe) for (Doſt thou believe) 
It another ſhall be calld in queſtion, for praying for 
her Majeſty, without the additions of her Stile. Where- 
as the very Form of Prayer in the Common-prayer- 
book hath (Thy ſervant Elizabeth) and no more : If 
a third ſhall be accuſed on theſe words uttered touch- 
ing the Controverſies, Tollatur Lex ut fiat certamen, 
(whereby was meant that the prejudice of the Law re- 
moved, eithers reaſons ſhould be equally compared) 
of calling the people to Sedition and Mutiny, as if he 
had faid, Away with the Law, and try it out with Force; 
[t theſe and other like particulars be true, which I have 

but 
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but by Rumor, and cannot affirm; it is to be lamen- 
red that they ſhould labour among us with fo little 
Comfort—The wrath of man worketh not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God, | 

Thus far this conformable Learned Lawyer. 


The ſaid Lord Verulam is his Conſiderations for the 
better Pacification and Edification of the Church 
of England, Pag. 180, &c. of his Works. 


He firſt anſwers the Objeftion that | /# is againſt good 
Policie to Innovate any thing in Church-matters: And 
praiſing the Church, addeth, pag. 182. But for the Diſci- 
pline and Orders of the Church; as many, and the Chief 
of them, are Holy and Good; ſo yet if Saint John were to 
indite an Epiſtle to the Church of England, as he did to 
them of Afta, it would ſure have the Clauſe, Habeo adver- 
ſus te pauca. 

- And he faith, pag, 183. That there ſhould be one Form 
of Diſcipline in all Churches, and that _ by neceſſity 
of a commandment aud preſcript out of the word of God ; 
It is a matter Volumes have been compiled of, and there- 
fdre cannot receive a brief redargution ; I for my part 
do confeſs that in revolving the Scriptures, I could ne 
ver find any ſuch thing ; but that God had lett the like 
liberty to the Church Government, to be varied accor- 
ding to the Time, and Place, and Accidents ; which ne- 
vertheleſs his high and Divine Providence doth Order 
and diſpoſe. For all Civil Governments are reſtrained 
from God, unto the General Grounds of Juſtice and Mar- 
wers. But the Policies and Forms of them are lefr free ; 
So that Monarchies and Kingdoms, Senates and Seigni- 
ories, Popular States and Communalties, are lawful ; and 
H 2 where 
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where they are planted ought to be maintained invi- 
olare. | 

So likewiſe in Charch matters, the Sub/tance of Dottrine 
is immutable : And fo are the General Rules of Government : 
But for Rites and Ceremonies, and for the particular Flierar- 
chies, Policies, and Diſcipline of Churches, they be left at 
large. 

, 7 therefore it is good that we return to the ancient 
bounds of Unity in the Church of Ged : which was, One 
Faith, One Baptiſm ; and not One Fierarchy,One Diſcipline : 
And that we obſerve the League of Chriſtians as it is penned 
by our Saviour ; which is, in ſ«bſtance of Dofrine this, 
[ He that is not with us is againſt us.) But in things Indiffe- 
rent and of Circumſtance, this [ He that is not againſt us 
is with us. 

In theſe things, ſo as the General rule be obſerved, 
[That Chriſts flock be fed : That there be a ſucceſſion in Rt. 
ſhops and Miniſters, which are the Prophets of the New Teſta. 
ment ; That there be a due and reverent uſe of the Power of 
the Keyes ; That thoſe that preach the Goſpel, live of the Gof- 
pel ; That all things tend to Edification ; That all things be 
done in order, and with decency, and the like, The reſt is 
left to Holy Wiſdom,and ſpiritual diſcretion of the Maſter- 
Builder, and Inferior Builders in Chriſts Church. As it is 
excellently alluded by that Father that noted that Chriſts 
Garment was without Seam ; and yet the Churches Gar- 
ment was of divers Colours: And ſetsdown as a rule : /» 
veſte varietas fit ; ſciſſura non fit. 

Pag. 134. For the Government of Biſhops, I for my 
part, not prejudging the Preſidents of other reformed 
Churches, do hold it warranted by the Word of God, and 
by the Practice of the ancient Church in the better times ; 
and much more Convenient for Kingdoms than Parity of 
Miniſters, and Government by Synods. But there 
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be two Circumſtances in the Adminiſtration of Biſhops, 
whereinlI confeſs I could never be fatisfyed: The One, 
The ſole exerciſe of their Authority : The other, The Dep«- 
tation of their Authority. 

For the firſt, The Biſhop giveth Orders-alove, Excom- 
municateth alone, Fudgeth alone : This ſeemeth to be a 
thing'almoſt without Example in good Government, and 
therefore not unlikely to-have crept in in the degenerate 
and corrupt time : We ſee the greateſt Kings and Monarchs 
have their Councils: There'is no Temporal Court in Eng- 
land of the higher fort, where the Authority doth reſt in 
one @ The Kings-Bench, the Common-pleas, and 
the Exchequer, are Benches of a certain Number of Judges. 
The Chancellor of Exg/and, hath the Aſſiſtance of twelve 
Maſters of the Chancery, &c. The like is to be found in 
all well-govern'd Commonwealths abroad, where the Ju- 
riſdition is more diſperſed : As in the Court of Parlia- 
ment of France, and in other places. 

No man will deny, but the Atts that paſſe the Biſhops 
Juriſdiction, are of as great importance as thoſe that 
paſs the Civil Courts : For mens Souls are more precious 
than their Bodies or Goods: And fo are their Good-names : 
Biſhops have their infirmities ; and have no exception 
from that general MalediQtion, pronounced againſt all 
Men living : Ye Soli, nam ſt occident, &c. Nay we ſee that 
the firſt Warrant in Spiritual Cauſes is directed to a Nam- 
ber, Dic Eeclehe,which is not ſo in Temporal Matters, 44 
initio non fuit fic. 

For the ſecond Point, which is the Deputation of their 
Authority, I tee no perfe& nor ſure ground for that neither. 
Being ſomewhat different from the Examples and Rules of 
Government. The Biſhop exerciſeth his Juriſdiction by 
his Chancellour and Commiſfary, Official, &c. We ſee in 
all Laws in the world, Offices of Confidence and Sti// can- 

nor. 


(54) 


not be put over and exerciſed by Deputy, except it be 
ſpecially contained in the Original Grant. And in that 
Caſe it is dutiful. And for experience, there was never any 
Chancellour of England made a Deputy : There was ne- 
ver any Judge in any Court made a Deputy : The Biſhop 
is a Judge, and of a high nature : whence cometh it that 
he ſhould depute 2 Conſidering that all Truſt and Confi- 
dence is perſonal and inherent ; and cannot, nor ought 
not be tranſpoſed. Surely in this again Ab initio non fuit fic. 
But it is probable, that Biſhops when they gave themſelves 
too much to the glory of the world, and became Grandees 
in Kingdoms, and great Counſellours to Princes, then did 
they delegatertheir proper Juriſdictions, as things of too 
inferior Nature for their Greatneſs; And then after the 
ſimilitude of Kings and Covnt Palatines, they would have 
their Chancellours and Judges. 

But the Example of Kings and Potentates giveth no 
good defence: For the Reaſon why Kings admunifter by 
their Judges, tho' themſelves are ſupream Judges, are two: 
The One, becauſe the Offices of Kings are for the moſt 
part of Inheritance. And it s a Rule inall Laws, that 
offices of inheritance, are rather matters that ground in 
Intereſt than in Confidence, for as much as they may fall 
upon Women, upon Infants, upon Lunaticks and Idiots, 
Perſons uncapable toexecute Judicature in perſon. And 
therefore ſuch Offices, by all Laws,might ever be exerciſed 
and adminiſtred by delegation. The ſecond reaſon is, 
becauſe of the Amplitude of their Juriſdiftions, &c. There 
is a third reaſon, tho' not much to the preſent purpoſe, that 
Kings, either in reſpe&t of the Common-wealth, or 
of the Greatnefs of their own Patrimonies, are uſually 
Parties in Suites : And then their Judges ſtand indifferent 
between them and their Subje&s. But in the Caſe of 
Biſhops none of theſe Reaſons hold : For firſt, their Office 
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e le tive and for life, and not patrimonial or heredi- 
tary: An Office meerly of Confidence, Science, and Qua- 
lification, &c. See the ref. F . 

Page. 185, 196, The Cap and Surplice ſince they be 
things in their Nature indifferent, and yet by ſome held 
Superſtitious, and that the Queſtion is between Science 

Conſcience, it ſeemeth to fall within the compaſs of the 
Apoſtles Rule, which is, that the ſtronger do deſcend and 
yield to the weaker, &c. [/ege cetera} The rather becauſe 
the ſilencing of Miniſters on this occafion, is in this 
ſcarcity of good Preachers, a puniſhment that lighteth on 
the people, as well as on the party. 

And tor the Subſcription, ut ſeemeth to me in the Nature 
of a Conteſſion, and therefore more proper to bind in the 
Unity of Faith, and to be urged ker for Articles of Do- 
frine, than for Rites and Ceremonies, and Points of outward 
Government.For howſoever publick Conſiderationsand Rea» 
ſons of State may require Uniformity, yet Chriſtian and 
Divine Grounds look chiefly upon Unity. 

See what he faith pag.191. tor A. Biſhop Grindals way of 
Lefturcs to young Miniſters, to teach them to preach well. 
And p. 192 of the abuſe of Excommunication. 


An Animadverfion of the Tranſcriber. 


Qu. Why was this great man ſo much againſt Biſhops depu» 
ting their proper work to Chancellours, Commiſſaries, Ofict- 
als > &c. 

Anſ. It's ealie to conjecture, 

I. Tho'hethought the accidental Modes of Church-Go- 
vernment mutable and humane, yet moſt Chriſtians with 
bim judge, that the Ffentials of Church Office are of Di- 
vine Inſlitution,and therefore fixed onthe proper Officers : 
And that no Lay-man may by Deputation adminiſter Sa- 
craments, or the Church Keyes. IL, And 
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[l. And {o be would not have Lay-men and the Clergie 
confounded,as if there were nothing proper ta the-Paſtoral 
Office, leſt it teach the Laity Sacrilegious Uſurpation. 
The Office is nothing but a conjunction of Obligation and 
Authority to do the works: And it a Lay-man have theſe 
two, he isa Biſhop. | 

111, The very confounding of the Biſhops Office and the 
Presbyters,ſeemeth ſo ill ro many, that they think even a 
Presbyter (Archdeacon or Chancellor) may not be depu- 
ted to the work of the Biſhop, becauſe that maketh him 
a Biſhop, much leſs may a Lay-man. 

[V. Many would not havethe Xing or Civil Magiſtrate 
made properly aBiſhop, and ſo the Offices Confounded : 
But ſay they, If commiſſioning another to Judge by the 
Keyes,or to adminiſter Sacraments, be proper to a Biſhop, 
then Kings and Rr——_ are Biſhops; for they may ſend 
and Commitllion other men to do all this. 

V. The Biſhops perſonal doing of all his own proper Office- 
works, would anſwer almoit all that the moderate 
Nonconformiſts deſire in Church Government : For then, 

t. The Keyes we hope would'be uſed ina Sacred ſerious 
manner, with due Admonition, Inſtruction, Exhortati- 
on, Prayer, &c, which might melt a Sinner into R.cpen- 
tance. 

2, And then Experience would fully fatisfie the Dioce- 
ſans that they muſt needs have Biſhops under them, or be- 
ſides them, -at leaſt in every great Town, with the adjoin- 
ing Pariſhes : For by that rime they had duely Confirmed 
all betore Communicating, and had examined, ex ted, and 
judged the many hundred Scandalous Perſons that in a Di- 

ocels would be preſented, I'le warrant you they would be 
glad of the help of many: And though perhaps Church- 
Wardens would not preſent all that come not to Church, 
in the Pariſhes where many Score thouſands keep away 
tor 
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for want of room, or on that pretence ; yet good Mini- 
ſters would preſent more than now fo = when 
they ſaw it would tend to a facred uſe of the 
Ronen and mens repentance. Bucer's deſire of Pariſh 


cipline, would be fure more performed, which would 
end Tot Church Controverſies, 

VI. And this would bring in many Nonconformiſts, 
who now ſtand out, becauſe they dare not make a Cove- 
nant, an Oath, never in their places to endeavour any al- 
teration of Church Government, becauſe they think Lay 
Chancellours uſe of the Keyes decretively unlawful. And 
dare not ſwear Obedience to ſuch Ordinances ; nor yet 
own the Omiſſion of Diſcipline which the paucity of 
Biſhops unavoidably inferreth, while 3 Dioceſs hath 
but one. (Experience would certainly cure that). 

VII. And it moveth ſome, that we yet meet with 
few Biſhops that will defend lay Chancellours decretive 
_ of the Keyes ; bur ſeem to wiſh it were refor- 
med. 

VIIT. And the Chancellours and Civilians have little 
reaſon to be offended with my Lord Yeralam, and ſuch 
men : For he would allow them the probate of Wills, 
and Matrimonial Caſes, and all thar belongeth to an 
Official Magiſtrate, that hath his Office from the King, 
And no doubt would conſent that they have a mode- 
rate Power by muldts to conſtrain men to ſubmit to 
their Courts, inſtead of the uſe of Excommunications 
and Abfolutions, 

They fay this is otherwiſe in Scor/and now. And 
yet they are ſworn not to endeavour any alteration of 
Church Government. 

And I none will be fs op this Learned 

man, for the blame whi hyeth on the Bi- 
uſage of the ——_ even before the 


preſent 
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reſent Canons were made. Since, 1. His Letters ſhew 
hi to have been a man extraordinarily humbliag him- 
ſelf both to the Queen and to theBiſhops. 2. And 

the moſt approved Hiſtorians tell us, to our great grief, 
that ſuch og, have been no wonders and rarities, theſe 
thirteen hundred years. It is holy acd credjble -men 
that tell us, how St. Martin, notwithilanding all his 
Miracles and holineſs, was uſed by the Synods of Biſhops 
in his time, for being fo ſtrict of lite, and fo much a- 
gainſt the uſing of the Sword againſt the Priſcilian Gno- 
ſtick Hereticks. 

And it is as holy and credible men that tell us how 
St. Theophilus Alexander, a Patriarch, cnvycd and uſed his 
Superior Patriarch, holy Chryſoſtome, and even long ſtu- . 
died his ruine: And how another called St. Fpiphanius, 
ſediriouſly came-out of Cyprus, and affronted him at. Con 
ſtant ineple, in his own Church, requiring him irrcgu- 
larly before all the People, to Curſe Origen or his V\r1i- 
tings; as if the Biſhop of the /ſe of Man ſhould come 
and magiſterially impoſe this on the Biſhop of Lordox 
or Canterbury, in the Congregation where he preach'd, 
They tell us how readily the Synods of Biſhops Can- 
demned Chryſo/tome, becauſe the Empcrour and Empreſs 
were againſt him: And it ſo excellent and holy a man, 
whoſe | ——_— and life excelled them all, could nor 
eſcape condemnation twice over, and that in the Age of 
the Church which is predicated for the very beft and 
happieſt that ever was fince the days of Chriſt; If the 
Primacy among all the four Eaſtern Patriarchs, and his 
own rare Parts, and holineſs and innocency, could not ſe- 
cure him from ejetion and baniſhment trom a famous 
Chriſtian Emperour, and the Convocations of Biſhops 
that envyed his holineſs and parts; If when he was 
baniſhed, his ſtable conſtant flock, that would not re+ 
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nounce him, were made Conventiclers, and named 
Toamnits, as a note of Schifmatical Separatiſts, while 
thoſe that turned to the next poſſeſſour were called rhe 
Church. If another Saint of greateſt Learning, Name 
and Power, reſiſted the very reſtoring of his name when 
h2 was dead, ſaying the Canons were not to be broken 
to fatisfie the Schilmatical Joannirs, whom nothing will 
ſarisfie, and that it would diſcourage the Conformilts ; 
| mean St. Cyril of Alexandria ; why ſhould it be thought 
tiat men far inferiour to Chryſoſtome, that live not in fo 
pure an Ape, ſhould by the Clergie ſtream and power, 
be much like cſteemed, and partly uſed. 

And if in thoſe Ages of the Churches greateſt excel- 
lency ( the 47h. and 5th. Cenruries) the great Patriarcas 
themſclves of Alexandria, Antioch, Conſtantinople, &c, who 
are ſuppoſed by ſome to be the Pillars of the Church 
for Government and Unity, did live almoſt in continual 
Conflict, Curſing, or caſting out each other as Here- 
ticks, or Schiſmaricks, and oft fighting it out in Chriſtian 
blood, ( to fay nothing of the following worſer Ages) 
what wonder, if ſtill the old Cauſes ſucceeding produce 
many of the old Effets: Which a man that was thought 
wiſe enough to be the Lord Chancellour of Eng/and, 
and the famous reſtorer of Learning, might be allowed 
gently to touch, while the Clergy themſelves open- 
ly and greatly prefer thols Ages, and the Theophilus's, 
Epiphantus's, and Cyrils, and Epiſcopal Synods the cof, be- 
fore our owt1; and before themſelves. 

Let us hear what one more excellent perſon; anf'no 
Fanatick or Schiſmatick ſaith, BE dabes 

Dr. Waact Birrow'( man, it ever this Pa had. Ny 
thar delivered digefted TRUTH! in; clear Expre We 


2. Þ. . 1 eQOa, 1 / 
* Fbevet indeod wil coriſder the Nature of mii, 
po 
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* or will confult obvious experience, ſhall find that in- 


* practical matters, our will or appetite hath a mighty in- 
« fluence on our Judgment of things, cauſing men with 
« oreat attention to regard that which they affe&t, and 
« carefully to mark all reaſons making for it ; . but a- 
«* verting from that which they diſlike, and making them 
« to overlook the arguments which perſwade it : whence 
* men generally do ſuit their opinions to their inclina- 
* tions; Warping to that ſide where their INTEREST 
« doth lye; or to which their Complexions, their Humor, 
* their Paſſions, their Pleaſure, their caſe doth ſway them ; 
« So that almoſt any Notion will ſeem true, which is 
« Profitable, which is Safe, which is Pleaſant, or any way 
*« orateful to them;and that Notion fa//e,which in any ſuch 
« reſpe&t doth croſs them. Very few can abſtra& their 
« minds from ſuch conſiderations, or embrace Pure Truth 
« diveſted of them, And thoſe few who do ſo, muſt thereix 
* moſt employ their W:/, by ſtrong effetts of Voluntar 

* reſolution, and patience, and diſengiging their minds 
** from thoſe clogs and byaſles. 

* This is particularly notorious in mens adhering to 
© Parties, divided in opinion, which is ſo regulated by 
* that ſort of cauſes, that if you do mark what any mans 
* Temper is, and where his /N7 EREST lyeth, you may 
* eaſily prognoſticate on what ſide he will be; and with 
« what | 94a of Seriouſneſs, of Vigour, of Zeal, he will 
« cleave thereto, A timerous man you may be almoſt 
« ſure will be on the ſafer ſide : A Covetous man will bend 
*to that Party where Gain is to be had. An Ambitious 
* man will cloſe with the opinion paſſing in Court, A 
* careleſs man will comply with the faſhion: Aﬀettion ari- 
* ſing from Education or Prejudice will hold others tiff, 
* Few follow the reſults of Impartial Contemplation. 


And pag. 483. © There is one Lawgiver who can foro 
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*« and deſtroy : Who art thou that Fudgeſt another > That is, 
« How intollerably Raſh, Unjuſt t art thou, 
« who ſetteſt thy ſelf on Gods Tribunal, and thence doſt ad- 
« venture to pronounce Doom upon his People? Did we 
« well conſider Gods Judgment, we ſhould rather think it 
« adviſcable to be mindtul of our own Caſe, than to paſs 
« Sentence on that of others: Obſerving how lyable our 
« ſelves are, we ſhould ſcarce have a Heart to Carp art 0- 
& thers; finding what great need our ations will then have 
© of a Favourable Interpretation, we ſhould ſure be more 
* candid"and mild in Cenſuring other mens Ations:Special- 
« ly conſidering, that by harſh Judgment of others, we 
* make our own Caſe worſe, and inflame our reckoning: 

*« We direaly thence incur Guilt, we —_=_ our own 

* Offences,and render our ſelves unexculable;we expoſe our 
« ſelves on that ſcore to Condemnation. See Mat. 7. 2.Luk. 

6. 37. Rom. 2. 2, }- Tam. F. 9. 


His two Sermons on Ro. 12. 18. well practiſed, would * 
heal England's Diviſions, 

Suchalſo is his Sermon of Love to our Neighbour, 
that againſt Slander, and that againſt Detraftion : But that 
which [ cite him for, is the very fame deſcription of Reli- 
gion which Judge ale giveth. Serm. 1. p. 10. 

© The Principal advantage of Wiſdom, is its acquain- 
* ting us with the Nature and Reaſon of true Religion, 
* and affording Convittive . Arguments to perſwade the 
** Practice of it : Which is accompanied withthe pureſt de- 
* light,and attended with the moſt folid content imagina- 
* nable:I ſay,the Nature of Relig 10n,wherein it Conſiſts,and 
* what itrequires : The miſtake of which produceth daily 
« ſo many miſchiefs and inconveniences in the World, and 
* expoſeth ſo good a Name to ſo much Reproach. It ſhew-- 
«<th it h not in fair profeſſions and glorious pre- 
rences, -, 
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« tences, but in Real Praftice ; not in a pertinacious ad- 
« herence to ANT Sett, or Party, but ina ſincere Love of 
* Goodneds, and diſlike of Naughtineſs wherever diſcove- 
« ring it ſelf ; not in Vain Oltentations and + |ouriſhes of 
* outward performance, but in an inward gou) complexi- 
* on of Mind, cxerting it ſelf in Works of truce U+:w97on 
© and Charity, not in a Nice Orthodoxic, or Poli/ick 
« Subjettion of our Judgments to the peremptory 
« Jiftates of Men ; but in a ſincere Loveot Truth,and hears 
« ty approbation and compliance with theDoCtrings Funds» 
« mentally Good and Neceſſary to be believed : Not in harſh 
« cenſuring and. virulently inveighing againſt others, but 
* in carctul amending our own ways : Not in a pceviſh 
%croſlneſs and obſtinate Repugnancy to received Laws and 
« Cuſtoms; but in a quiet and Peaceable Submitlion to the 
* expreſs Laws of God, and Lawful Commands of Men : 
«Not ina furious Zeal FOR or AGAINST trivial Circum- 
*« ſtances, butin a conſcionable praCtiſing the ſubſtantial 
« parts of Religion : Not in a frequent talking, or contenti- 
* ous diſputing about it ; but in 2 ready obſervance of the 
« unqueſtionabi® Rules and Precepts of it. In a Word, True 
* Religion conſiſts in nothing clſe,but doing what becomes 
* our Relation to God,in a Conformity or {imilitude to his 
* Nature,and-in a willing Obedience to his Holy Will, to 
* which by potent incentives it allures and perfwades us,by 
« nting to us his tranſcendent glorious Attributes — 
* &c. See the reſt, too long to be tranſcribed. 


_ ſay, 4 Papiſt will own all this. 1 anſwer, 1. So 
muel the better : We will not feiga a new Chriſtianir 
to differ trom Papiſts. 2. But do they not own tov muc 
more ? How then come they to fill che World with Blood 
and Diviſion, for the Sake of their numerous humane 
Additionals / 


I know 
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I know no man that hath more fully confuted chat Sect 
than he hath done in his Treatiſe of Supremacy and Church- 
nity: And faiththe Publiſher of his Life, [Ze underſtood 
Popery both at bome and abroad. He had narrowly obſerved 
it | Militant in England, triamphant in Italy, dieuiſed in 
France ; and had carlier apprebenfions of the Approachisg 
= and would bave appeared with the forwardeft in a 


weedtul time. 


Whoever will truly confute his Treatiſe of the Popes 
Supremacy, and that of the Znity of the Church, againſt 
the Supremacy and Foreign Juriſdition of Councils called 
General, I here promiſe lum ſhall make me a Papiſt (of 
the Italian or the Gallicane fort accordingly) if he will do 
it before I dic, and am Diſabled from reading and conſi- 
dering it. But I doubt not but the Papiſts will rather ſtu- 
dy to bury itin ſilence, (while they do their works by 
other means than Reaſoning) leſt the notice of a Conftura- 
tion ſhould occaſion more to read it : And then, eſpecial - 
ly if all men in Power ſhould read it, their Cauſe with 
ſuch is utterly undone. 


Saith Dr. 7:Jo:/on in his Preface to it, [7 dare ſay that 
whoever ſhall carefully peruſe this Treatiſe, will find that this 
point of the Popes Supremacy (on which Bellarmine bath the 
confidence to ſay, The whole of Chriſtianity depends) is not on- 
ly an indefen/ible, but an Impudent Cauſe, as ever was under- 
taken by learned Pens : And nothing could have kept it ſo 
long from becoming ridiculous in the judgment of Mankind, but 
its being ſoſtrongly ſupported by a worldly intereſt : For there 
is not one tolerable argument for it, and there are a thouſand / 


invincible Reaſons againſt it, 
It 
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theſe three Teſtimonies of the moſt Learned, ” 
and Impartial Conformiſts, that theſe (or 
have bred, be all born down by Intereſt and $ 
Confidence, and a Flood of Words (which ——_— 
{ed for the worſt Cauſe in the World) the Lord be Judge, 
and juſtific his Truth, and that Wiſdom from above, Fam. 
17. Which is juſtified of her Children, When Satan 
path done his ry Bleſſed are the Peace-maters ; for they 
ſhall be called the Children of God. Mat. 5. 9. 


